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| CAROLINE s- 


Oder child, Y 
5 AVING: an agueiſh diſ- 
order, and being ad- 
2 EF viſed to a change or airs. - 
5 the duke has offered -” 
by me a ſmall houſe of his at R 
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2 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 


where I ſhall ſoon be, and hope 
to meet you there. Entreat my 
father to part with you, as it will 
afford me great conſolation ; let 
me know by this meſſenger ( Who 
is a tenant of the Duke's, and has 
buſineſs your way) if my requeſt 
is granted; and if it is, I defire 
you will ſet out in a few days, to 
get my room in order, —Mrs. Ro- 
gers, a friend of mine, will be at 
the houſe to receive you. * was 0 
at Mr. Neviſon's when it was 
brought her; ſhe read it to him. 5 
Yes my dear, ſaid he, you ſhall go, 
you already give up too much of 
your time to me; my good girl 
| knows ſhe is a cordial to my age, 
but go now and comfort your mo- 
mother. 
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ther. — At that inſtant my 
_ conſcience, which I thought dy- 
ing, again revived, but I ſtifled it, 
remembering that I was too far 
embarked in my project, to think 
of purſuing a right courſe. Reaſon 
having deſerted the ſteerage of my 
boſom, and burried away by the 
violence of my paſſions, I ſuffered 
them to drive me with wild fury, 
over dreadful rocks and quick 
ſands; which J did not then per- 
ceive, as amuſing myſelf with the 
idle chimeras of my own brain, 
which were various, gay, and de- 
luſive.— 


—] deſired c 
attend Miſs Dalton to R- 


which was granted with gene 
pleaſure ; and the few days that 
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4 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
intervened between the time fixed 


for our leaving N I. em- 
ployed in viſiting Heartly Abbey. 


Mrs. Rogers was a woman 
proper to be with Miſs Dalton, 
very artful, had been well edu- 
| cated, could eaſily gain the good 
opinion of thoſe on whom ſhe had 
any deſigns, I directly ſent to the 
houſe I had hired at N. 
where ſhe was to perorae a a 1 
meſtic of the Duke's. 
thoughts were now ſo full of the 


My 


plan 1 had laid down, which wore 


the face of ſucceſs, that when * 
ſaw Miſs Dalton ſtepping into the 


chaiſe, I already looked on her as 


my own. —Mr. Neviſon, at part- 
ing with her, recommended her 


and Lady Caroline S— | 5 
to my care, in a manner that 
ſhewed the confidence he had in 
me. How was he then, how has 
he aw been deceived in my ap- 
pearance ? She was ſo much at- 

fected at his paternal tenderneſs, 
that a melancholy took poſſeſſion 
of her features; and my felf-accu- 
fations made me ſhare it with her, 
which the variety of objects as we 
drove on, in ſome meaſure, diſ- 
fipated —When our converſation 
| took a more lively air, then I at- 
: tempted to give it a ſtill gayer 5 
turn; and try'd to introduce my 
5 Wichert ſubject; but it was re- 
pelled in a manner that diſcovered 
her reſentment; and the danger I 
was in of loſing her eſteem. So 
= 3 Mill 
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6 The Hiſtortes of Lady Frances 

| fill forced to diſſemble, I put on 
| my former appearance, or ſhe 
with a touch, like that of Ithu- 


riel's s ſpear, would have detected 
me. 


-At our arrival here we 
were weld by Mrs. Rogers, 
who told Miſs Dalton her mother 

would be with her in a few days. 
In that time I intended to diſco- 

ver to her my quality, the impoſ- 
ſibility of my marrying her (which 
had made me act as I had done) 
to tell her that I would ſtudy her 
happineſs; and that if my fortune 
and entire affection could beſtow | 


|; it on her, they were both at her 
|| _ diſpoſal. This conſidered, I hoped 
1 would induce her to forgive the 
WE deception 1 had uſed, and liſten 
| [| . ta 
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and Lady Caroline S——, 7 
to thoſe ſophiſtical arguments 
which I had made myſelf maſter 
of, till her virtue ſhould be lull'd 
aſleep by them. ] took a lodging 
near hers, which was at a ſmall 
| diſtance from the town, and ſee- 
ing my ſcheme now at its criſis, I 
ventured to laugh at thoſe ſacred 
Tites which I had before ſeemed to 
venerate, called them prieſtcraft, 
talked of her ſparkling with jewels 
in a fide-box ; and being diſtin- 
guiſhed for her beauty wherever 
ſhe appeared. When ſhe thus in- 
terrupted me——Certainly you 
are not Mr. Beaumont! the Mr. 
Beaumont that honoured me with 
his regard, was good and gene- 
rous. Leave, leave me, fir, I will 
B 4 >> 
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not be inſulted; if you entertain 
thoſe opinions, leave me, and know 
that I deteſt the one, and deſpiſe 
| the other.——This ſhe ſaid with ve- 
bemence; and burſting into tears, 
was going from me, when catch- 
ing her hand, and preventing her, 
—My dear charming girl, eharm- 
ing even in your anger, hear, ſaid. 
I, my defence, and ſuffer not my 
folly to ruin me in your eſteem. 


*'Tis true, the ſubjects 1 have 


touched on are notions unfit for 
our ear; I from my ſoul abhor 
them, and only wanted to hear 
you expatiate againſt them with 
your delighful eloquence, | Now, 


fir, ſhe replied, you flatter me, 


and ſeemed ſo alarmed and doubt- 


and Lady Caroline S— 9 
ful the whole day after, that I 
plainly perceived the vigilance of 
her heavenly guard was unwea- 
ried, —Uncertain how to act, I 


was debating with myſelf, and 


almoſt determined to marry her, 
and run the riſque of my father's 
| diſpleaſure ;. when a ſervant from 
Lord Edgmoore's came to acquaint | 
me with the earl's extream dan 
ger. The affection J have for him 
upbraided me with my ingrati- 
tude to the beſt of parents; and 
aſter telling Miſs Dalton that _ - 
affair of conſequence called me 
from her, I flew to my father, 
but did not merit the reception I 
met, or the pleaſure ] I felt at hear- 
0g his r pronounce him 


— — 


— — — = = 1 1 oy *« " 
n AA „„ 
2 ” * © "IS 


— — 4 — TEC 
> 


£ Ie SERIES 


10 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
out of danger, —You know what 
followed; the pain I now ſuffer 
overballances all the ſatisfactions I 
ever received; one deteſtable 
ſcheme has drawn on others, all 
bent to ruin the moſt perfect inno- 
cence. 


— What a contradiction 
are we to ourſelves ? how could 


I, who was really in love with 


virtue, once think of turning that 


very virtue into vice? Still ſnudder- 
ing at the precipice L have eſcaped, | 
I am: now too- fatally, I fear, con- 
vinced, ſhe is more than a name. 
Doctor M 
with me, Miſs Dalton- s fever is 
now on her ſpirits; and what aſ- 
ſurances can ſhe believe from me, 


has juſt been 


to raiſe them from their depreſ- 
- | ſure? 5 


and Lady Caroline & — 11 
fure? from me, whoſe villainy 
has thrown her into this deſpon- 
dency ! I will entreat a mind like 
her own to guarantee for me.— 


Expoſe my crime to my deareſt 
ſiſter, convince her of my repen- 
tance, and let your petition be 
Joined to miſs Hamilton's, to pre- 
| vail on her pardon to me, and 
think on ſome means to. alleviate 
the diſtreſſes of this admirable 
girl. —I am yet a ftranger to the 
5 means of her diſcovering me; and 
muſt ſtill remain ſo, till ſhe herſelf 
can let me know from what quar- 
ter ſhe gathered her intelligence. 

I cannot think it to be from Ro- 
gers; ſhe is too bad a woman: 
beſides, Miſs Dalton has expreſſed 
9 een 
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ſuch an abhorrence at ſeeing her, 


that ſhe certainly is not the perſon. 
—As ſoon as I knew it, I re- 
moved Rogers, and placed good 
people about the dear injured crea- 
ture, who are told ſhe is a diſtant 
relation of the earl's. Once 
more I deſire my dear Hamilton 
will lay the whole affair before my 
fiſter, and his own; and tho” I 
am ſenſible that the poor criminal 
will appear to them in a very bad 
light; yet what may I not 2 : 
from their lenient diſpoſitions — 
Adieu my friend, pity, and par- 
don your Oy" — 


Po would have been ſurprized 
| at the many alterations in Lady 
Lucy : 


4; 
4 
e Fo 
2 N 
. 
7 
7 
8 
9 82 
LS 
Ln 
. 
19 
43 
TS 
"EW 
IF 
4 
8 
XS 
3 
7 
37 
5 
* 
15 
iS 
$I 
th 


b 2 4 4 1 * Heede * 
n * ay 8 3 ny * 12 % "4 5 \ 
20 N EF; r. * nn ops 
EIA 3 91-34 2. Le: FF 
wy 5 2 Fs + RE” 
. a 2 4 P " 


9 
2/8 
16555 
2 [3 
1 

hos 
$% 
2.25 
"8 
1% 
92 
15 
1 
Loy 
4 

"£2. 
IF 

. 

8 
N 5 
* 

8 A” 
13 * 
F%y 

2 
is 
: 75 

9 
5 
FR 

Hd 

"0008 
WE 
4 * — 


a Lady Caroline S—, 13 


Lucy's countenance ;, as my bro- 


ther read to us the packet ; now 


crimſon, now pale alternately. 
Where lord Ormſby firſt men- 
tioned his going down to Heartly 


Abbey, ſhe trembled with expec- 


| tation - and where he repeated 55 
part of their converſation, ſhe co- 
loured with reſentment; where 
her brother expreſſed his lively 
contrition, her eyes ſparkled with 
pleaſure; but where he purſued his 
ſchemes, ſhe turned pale with ter- 
terror; ſome tears fell, at the old 
man's deſcription of Miſs Dalton; 
after which they flow'd without 
5 reſtraint, till ſhe had nothing more 
do expect; but never once the 
whole | time interrupted. him.—1 


think, 


14 The Hiſtorzes of Lady Frances 


think, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as it was 
concluded, my brother is fo ſenſi- 
ble of his crime, and ſo juſtly ac- 
ceuſes himſelf, that he leaves but 
little room for further accuſation; 
Thank God his fault is not ir; fepa- 
Table; had it been ſo, I would 
never more have conſented to ſee 
him. — What think you, my dear 
Juliet? what think you Sir Wil- 
liam? ſhall we not endeavour to 
'removethis a anxiety from his mind? 


My brother kiſſed. her hand, 


wa thanked her for lord Orms- 
by; I was quite of her opinion, ſo 
by her requeſt, he went into my 
cloſet, and wrote to his lordſhip, 
inviting him to return, with aſſur- 


ances of all the afliſtance i in our 
power, 
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«He handles | every fault that be 
EW ar would mend, 
That the pleas'd patient, with a 
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215 


power, to remedy his preſent un- 


eaſineſs.— It was really a charm- 


Cc 


ce 


cc 


ce 


ing letter, at thoſe parts of it 
where he threw i in his opinion, : 


or advice, 


Wich touch ſo fine, ſo tender 


* of his friend, 


tc 


ee ſmile, endures 


The playful hand that tickles „ 


78 * it cures,” 


Having added the letter, he 
diſpatched it by the ſervant, whom 
he had detained in town for that 
: . Her ner intends 
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16 The Hiſtory of Lady Frances 
kee ping the whole tranſaction from 
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: conſequences, 


the earl, as we are in great hopes 


it is only a paſſing ſtorm, that will 
blow over wie any other ill 
After all, my 
dear, what a drs fl thing it is, 
when any of our ſex, who really 
love virtue, are ſo unhappy as to 
fall into the hands of men, who 
glory in bring it on a level with 
vice; of which principles i is the 
- hateful Lord Edgmoore, eſpecially 
in the caſe of Miſs Dalton? Like 
the villain ſpider, he had artfully 
| ſpun his web of ſo fine a texture, 
as to make it imperceptible. Hid 
in the cloſe receſſes of his wicked 
machinery, with malicious plea- 
ſure, he ſaw the innocent unſuſ- 
ſulpecting 


and Lady Caroline S——, 17 
pecting fly enjoying the ſweets of 
content, and the liberty of roving 
from flower to flower, and ſucking 
the ſweets of education; till at laſt 
allured by a ſan-beam, ſhe is en- 
tangled in the net of vice.— The 
ſpider now ſhews itſelf, creeping 
out by flow degrees, eyeing its 
prey; who, at his approach, ſends 
out a feeble cry of pity to its de- 
ſtroyer.— Bloated with imagined 
ſucceſs, methinks I ſee him juſt 
ready to ſeize the victim of his re- 
venge, when behold ſhe is mira- 
culouſly delivered bay the force of 
her own virtue, — Lady Lucy i 
has juſt ſhewn me a letter from 
4 Lady Frances Worthley, from 
a "ww hand do you think ſhe re- 
ceived 


18 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
ceived it? Why, Lord Henry's, the 
kind, the beneficent, the generous 


Lord Henry. His Lordſhip f in- 
: tends drinking coffee with us.- 


Tes, my dear Lady Lucy, I will 
follow you, to ſee, love, and ad- 
mire this honour to the nation. 


Her Ladyſhip permits me to re- 


. aſſume my pen, whilſt ſhe is writ- 
ing to Audley Caſtte. His Lord- 


| ſhip intends ſetting out for Suſſex 
| early to-morrow morning. All I 
can ſay of him, will be only re- 
| peating what has been already 
ſaid.— The Duke and Dutchefs 1 
find are ſtill inflexible, which oc- 
caſions Lady Frances an infinite deal 
of concern. Lord Henry has made 
ſeveral 


and Lady Caroline S——, 19 
ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts fince 
the firſt, but now gives over all 


thoughts of that nature, —He i in- 
ſiſted on our making a viſit to 


Audley Caſtle before I return to 


Berks; and further, on our then 
fixing a time for it. Lady Lucy 
ſeemed to decline it, on account 
0 leaving the earl; though I ſaw 

that was not her only reaſon. He, 
being preſent, | declared it ſhould 


be none, for though he could not 


accept his lordſhip's invitation 
himſelf, he was determined not 
todeny us ſo great a happineſs: and 
: Mrs. Johnſon, he ſaid, ſhould be 


his nurſe till our return: and then 


fixed on Thurſday fortnight for 
our going, —You muſt know that 


the 


20 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
the earl's great, and indeed al- 
moſt only foible is, that he is fo 
peremptory, that he will never be 
contradicted ; and though he loves 
Lady Lucy better than his life, 
| yet was he to command her to 
leave him alone in the midſt of a 
wild deſart, ſhe dares not oppoſe 
him. Lord Henry appeared quite 
obliged by it, and has promiſed 
to meet us ſome part of the way. 
— That all before that time may 
be ſettled to the ſatisfaction of poor 
Lord Ormſby, Miſs Dalton, Mr. 
Neviſon, and every other inte- 

reſted party, prays your 
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Juliet Hamilton, 


| Miſa 
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and Lady Caroline . 21 


Miſs Hamilton in continuation. 
[Hough the countenance is 
often the interpreter of 
he heart, yet is not this rule 
without exception; ours at leaſt 
do at preſent but little corre- 
ſpond. What by-ſtander that 
had ſeen us at breakfaſt this 
* morning, but would have 
thought us quite happy ? Lord 
** Ormiby returned from R- 
juſt as we were met in the K. 
brary; but no ſooner was the 
Earl withdrawn then the ſcene 
te ſhifted. — His Lordſhip ap- 
0 proached his ſiſter with an air 
of great confuſion; a tear fell 
2 from the ee of Lady Lucy, 
cc : he 


* 
A 


Cw — — PPP 
* 


; 4 


* her hand, O my Lucy, my ſi- 


cc 
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£c 


ſhe could not ſpeak; he took 


ſter, is it poſſible you can for- 


give a wretch unworthy the ti- 
tle of your brother ? will Miſs 

Hamilton deign to become the 
adyocate of a criminal ? —You 

need no advocate; you are al- 
ready pardoned, I replied, What, 

ſaid Lady Lucy, can I do, to 
oblige my brother !— 
turned he, think on e me- 
thod to preſerve that life, dearer 
to me than my own; think on 
ſome means to relieve the di- 


O, re- 


ſtreſſes of a young creature, the 


idol of her friends, from whom 
I have taken fer, born to hap- 
a you of which I have bereft 


60 * her; ; 


and Lady Caroline $ 
her; having led her to the door 
of miſery. It is only you that 
can prevent her from entering 
the inhoſpitable manſion, — 
She told him, as he had ſo true 
a ſenſe of his fault, ſhe would 
not widen the wound; but ap- 
ply all the balſam in her power, 
conſiſtent with the character of 
Lord Ormſby's ſiſter; preſum- 
ing the Lady would be reſtored. 
to her friends as ſoon as her 
health permitted. And being 
aſſured this was now his only 
intention, ſhe faid (turning to 
me) In the mean time, my 
dear, what think you of viſiting 
-He was in rap- 
tures at the * . * 
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e he bleſſed the heart that dictat- 


<« ed the tongue that uttered a 


« deſign ſo generous to the guilty, 
« ſo compaſſionate to the injured; 
e and tenderly taking her in his 
cc arms, Now, my Lucy, ſaid he, 
« am I to your gentleneſs that ſin- 
t cere convert, which recrimina- 
<« tions and upbraidings would ne- 


* yer have made me; for though 


A was determined to forſake my 
late deteſted ſchemes, through 
& entire veneration for the object | 


of them, yet might Inot in time 


te have returned to a path where 
* youwould be ſorry to ſee me tread. 
Thanks to my ſiſter, ſne has ta- 


e ken the only method that could 


FE © them; 


28 ee abſtract me from 
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cc 
cc 


cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
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ce 
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cc 


cc 
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to himſelf — 


ce 
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them; compleat then your kind 
intention, and let it be your ſecond 
taſk to convince Miſs Dalton I 


am thoroughly diſguſted with 


thoſe libertine principles from 
which ſhe has ſuffered. I ſee 
Miſs Hamilton already conſents 
to accompany you. I ſaid my 
countenance gave him leave to 
put thoſe conſtructions on it 

« that wouly | be moſt agreeable 
And have I, la- 
dies, he held, your permiſ- 
ſion to order the coach? I know 
you will not poſtpone a journey 
which is to convey to one op- 
preſſed with grief and 1 | 


peace, health, and ſpirits, — 


Being anſwered. that his time 


Vor. III. * 60 ſhould 
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2b The Hr ele „Lady Frances 
ſhould be ours, he left us to 
ſeek my brother, whoſe lodgings 
are near this houſe ; but return- 
ed without him, he being de- 
tained by the arrival of two gen- 
tlemen from abroad Lady 
Lucy and myſelf went together 
to the Earl, and made our apo- 
logies for leaving him that day 
alone: he politely anſwered us, 
that mine and his daughters 
company was ſo truly deſirable, 

he could not hope to engroſs it 
all; ſo ſtepping into the coach 
© that was waiting at the door, 
we drove away at a great rate. N 
R — is about fifteen miles 
from town; for my part, 1 did 
; not think the way quite ſo tedi- 
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him. Indeed, ſaid he, yourobſer- 
vation is true; yet, on reviewing 

< this charming piece, it is the 
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* ous, as lord Ormsby ſeemed to 


27 


do. He could talk of nothing 
but the amiableneſs of the per- 


ſon we were ſo ſoon to ſee; and 
ee 3 


in giving her thoſe perfections 
which are really her due, he 


fared the worſe himſelf. Lady 
© Lucy told him, ſhe never heard 
-"4a of : good painter, pt 
his breaſt thoſe paſſions his pen- 


eil drew; therefore as he knew 
© fo well how to paint virtue, and 
ec had given us ſo beautiful a pic- 


0c 


ture of her, was much ſurpriz- 
ed, that he could retain his bad 
intentions, while it ſtood before 


7 0 ce ſame 


| | 28 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
i «© ſame with me, as with one that 
| | eis but juſt reſtored to fight; 
bo. «©. when the firſt thing that appears 
= to him is the glorious orb that 
=_ ee he has been ſo long deprived of. 
| ©, At firſtitsluſtreis ſo great, that 
e he cannot fix his eye on it; but 
40 at length, by a frequent repeti- | 
& tion, he is able to look ſted- 
* faſtly at it, being ſtrengthened N 
* that very light which at firſt 5 
cc dazzled him.—Lady Lucy was Ss 5 
| « pleaſed with his remark; ; and | 2 
once more called him her good : 
brother; but tell me, will not 
« Miſs Dalton, ſaid ſhe, be too 
much ſurprized at ſo ſudden a 
„ viſit ?—Not ſo much as you 
« imagine, Lucy; for I have al- 
ready 
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ready appriſed her of the ho- 
nour you propoſed to do her. 
Hou is that poſſible, ſhe re- . 
«« ply'd?—Only he ſaid, by ſend- 


ing a ſealed note to her as ſoon 


as I had your permiſſion to or- 
der the coach ; which ſhe will 
receive full an hour before our 
arrival: a precaution ſhe highly 
approved; and ſo driving out 
* of the great road for about half 
* a mile, we ſtopped at a pretty 
looking houſe, —His Lordſhip's 


8-3 


impatience getting the better of 


his complaiſance, he rather flew 


than alighted, leaving us in the 


coach near two minutes; at 


his return, having given us his 


hand, he ordered the ſervants 
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and equipage to an inn; and 


then faid, you will excuſe, Miſs 


Hamilton, ſo will my Lucy, this 
rudeneſs, which your goodneſs 
e knows ſo well how to account 
for: — Ves, yes, faid I, that we 
can, though not for all your 


Lordſhip's unaccountable ways. 


£6 


(0 
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cc 


E Does Mifs Hamilton require 
my account? (beginning to re- 
cover his ſpirits) Not I, my Lord, 


* replied; for I believe yours 
would be a very forry one— | 
but you have not anſwered my 

_ enquiries after Miſs Dalton ;— 


Why, have I not told you, ſaid 


© he?—I aſk your Lordſhip's 
pardon, not ſince our arrival : 
have I heard you mention her 


name.—1 tee, ſaid he, that 
RL” 9 


"8 
3-7 
2 
3 
5 
& 
— 
a. * 
"Wo 
8 
"ma 
% 
2 
"35% 
3 
5 
N 
5 


(CE 
— 
"= 


_ 
2 
=. 


c 


- BS 


—_— 


0 
.-.06 


cc 


"00 
p 
et 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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Miſs Hamilton has never been 


in love, or elſe you muſt have 
diſcovered, without my reveal- 
ing it, that ſheis better.— Then, 
my Lord, returned I, to be of 
your opinion, it is abſolutely 


« neceſſary to commence a con- 


«3 


jurer, before we can Commence 


a lover. —No, no, Juliet, ſaid 
Lady Lucy; he only means a 


* diviner of hearts. True, my 


dear, your conſtruction is right; 


<« but few of your ſex want that 
| « 


art, —Let me tell you, brother, 


ſhe replied, that few as there 
© are, you have met with one of 
e them, or Miſs Dalton would 


e not have had us for her viſitants 


to-day. —O my liſter, I too well | 


£c 5 deſerve 
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22 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
« deſerve this rebuke; and he 


looked a little more penitent ;— 


o 


„ 


No, no (fondly taking his hand) 


it was only at that time you de- | 


* 


. 


ſerved it; I meant to -blame 


« Mr. Beaumont, not Lord Orms- 
£ 


= 


by; for ſince you have left his 
deſigning plots, all your actions 
have been thoſe of my dear 
good brother; ; if poſſible, more 


a 


* 


% dear to me than ever. — Thus, 


& 


. 


with half ſerious raillery, did 
" we reach a ſmall but neat room. 


=! 


Being ſeated a few minutes, his 
Lordſhip withdrew. In his ab- 


3 


Po ſence our curioſity did not ſuffer 
bo 


a little: for my part, I formed 
fifty ideas of her perſon; ſome- 
times 1 thought her fair, at 
others 


oh 


-" 
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« others brown; for will you be- 


* 


cc. 


lieve me, I was ſo taken up 
with what had paſſed, that I 
had quite forgot to aſk: this im- 
portant queſtion; at length I 
determined her to have light 

hair, Lady Lucy was certain 
ſhe was tall and thin ; her bro- 
ther, ſhe ſaid, never liked any 
that were not ſo: 
not time to finiſh her perſon, 
as Lord Ormsby then entered. 
 —His ſiſter hinting ſhe ſhould. 
like to ſpeak to one of the ſer- 
vants that attended Miſs Dalton, 
before ſhe ſaw her, immediately 
ordered the perſon, which had 
ſat up with her the preceding 
night, to be admitted; a decent 


c + * elderly 


but we had 
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te elderly woman. —As ſoon as 
ſhe came to us, Lady Lucy en- 
quired how her coufin had 
* ſlept? and how her ſpirits were 
sat preſent?—Yow will not be 
“ ſurprized at the appellation of 
„ couſin, when you recollect that 
© Lord Ormsby had before given 
her that title to the ſervants 
e about her, pretending ſhe was a 
_ diſtant relation to his family; 
et and going on a viſit to the Earl's, 
when ſhe was prevented by ill 
neſs. This, with other parti- 


culars, was entirely credited, 
and his ſiſter, delighted with his 


be tenderneſs for Miſs Dalton's re- 


* putation, readily conſented to 


carry on this neceſſary deceit.— 


86 * The 
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The woman's reply to her la- 
dyſhip's queſtion, did not af- 
ford Lord Ormsby any ſatisfac- 
tion,—The young lady, ſhe 
faid, had taken but little reſt that 
„ night, and was ſo extremely 
weak, that ſhe- had fainted ſe- 
veral times in attempting to get 
e from her bed to receive us.— 
We were all concerned acts 
«- account; but his lordſhip look 
© ed, upon my word, Ican ſcarce 
ce tell how he looked; ſo affected, 
* ſo penitent, ſo eager for further 
intelligence; he went to the win- 
« dow, he came back; then whiſe 
«© pered his ſiſter, and deſired her 
not to delay her kind intention. 
4 —$he faw. his anxiety, and im- 
6 mediate! y. 
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36 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
e mediately- diſpatched the wo- 
ce man to her new couſin, with 
« aſſurances if ſhe any more at- 
* tempted to leave her bed, ſhe | 
« would not love her; and had 


much rather go back to town 


without ſeeing her, than that her 


c health, ſo dear to all her friends, 
e ſhould be injured by it.— The 
e ſervantbeing gone with this meſ- 

ce ſage, he did not ſpare himſelf, 


« in ſpeaking of his remorſe for 


e the deteſtable ſchemes that had 

« thus reduced her.—We both 
« ſaid we expected to have had his 
8 Lordſhip' s account confirmed, 
% and to have found her much 


* recovered. — He impatiently 
0 curſed the ſervant that had made 
56. him 
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him entertain fo pleaſing a hope, 


"= which he muſt now be forced 
to relinquiſh :—But we com- 


e forted him by ſaying, as the diſ 


order was on her ſpirits, we did 


not in the leaſt doubt to affure 
« him, before we left her, of an 

« agreeable alteration.——Will not 
«| my dear mediatrices compleat 

their generoſity, ſaid he, and try 
« to obtain one interview for 
<< me, when ſhe is enough reco- | 
« vered to bear me in her pre- 
« ſence? May I not then flatter 
C myſelf x with one half hour's con- 
« yerſation, my ſiſter and Miſs Ha- 
* milton both witneſſes of it ?p— _ 

« Lady Lucy told him ſhe would 
oh e nothing of this kind, 
ER nor 
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{© nor could ſhe think of ſoliciting 
* for an interview, that might be 
4 the means of keeping alive a paſ- 
4 ſion which, ſhe hoped, he would 
« try with all his reſolution to 
te ſtile—anduſed many arguments 
* to this purpoſe. 1 could ſee that 
e though he thought them juſt; 
0 he did. not feel all their weights 
How hard it is to convince one 
© in love, to think it right to quit 
10 « the beloved object? even wiſ- 
60. dom herſelf, when under the 
« diſguiſe of Neſtor, could not per- 
* ſuade the young Telemachus; 
& that ſeeking a hero, and a fa- 
ther, was more glorious than 
© waſting his days i in the flowery 
© fields of Calpſo; ; and was : 


obliged: 
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e obliged to add force to his rhe- 
ce toric to get him from his beau- 


« tiful nymph.—If the taſk is ſo 
e. « difficult, lady Lucy perhaps 
might not ſucceed, as ſhe can 
never uſe any but the gentleſt 
© methods: yet thoſe, as Lord 
T: Ormſby obſerved to his ſiſter, 

e are oftener moſt effectual; for 
« many a perſon has given up his 


0 own opinion, becauſe he will 


«not ſeem ungenerous to the 
friend, who attempts to change 


« it by ſoothings. I ſhould-fay 
© much more on this ſubject, but 


« will not, by reflections, take your 
« attention from one more inte- 
6 * reſting. —The ſeryant returning 
25 with. 
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« with Miſs Dalton's grateful 


© thanks for our indulgence, in 


ce permitting her to receive us in: 
< bed, and a deſire of having that 
ee honour conferred on her; you 


may imagine we did not wait 


for any further invitation, and 
e left Lord Ormsby to amuſe him 
* ſelf with a book, or walk, 
though in my conſcience he was. 
« not then capable of finding 
„ charms in either, —The ſervant 
de having ſhewed us to the door, 


« reſpectfully withdrew, as did 


« another that was with her. The 
* curtains being undrawn, and the 


« hed fronting the door, we had, 


as it opened, a view of the moſt 
5 708 perfect 


n 
2 


and Lady Caroline $ 
0 ei perfect lovelineſs I ever beheld. 
« —Suppoſe virtue in her moſt 
« amiable form, ſuppoſe her too 


« dejected and oppreſſed, yet ſup- 
« porting all her dignity in the 


«© midſt of misfortunes : and if to 
* theſe you can ſuppoſe a thou- 


«ſand other nameleſs beauties, . 
you will then be able to form 


-06 ſome idea of Miſs Dalton. Tho 


« the ſhock ſhe had undergone, 
« had faded the roſes on her 
- « cheeks, it had not robbed. her 
mouth of its coral ornaments 
nor her ſkin of its tranſparent 
" © whiteneſs; over which is ſpread | 
ſo delicate a languor, with fea- 


c tures ſo n that you al- 


6 moſt 


41 
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et moſt know her thoughts before 
ce ſhe delivers them by words.— 
« A famous artiſt, who once at- 
A tempted to draw the portrait of Y 
ee en another woman, if ſuch 
. another there ever was, after 
ee finiſhing the copy, compared it 
© with the original; and was ſo 
« diſpleaſed with his performance, 7 
that he immediately committed 
e it to the flames; though had 
« he found out that the fault lay 
© not in his ſkill, but in her ini- 
te mitable charms, he would cer- 
« tainly have done, as I ſhall do, 
e [et it remain imperfect.— She 
e was fitting up in the bed ſup- 
8 ported by pillows; and her 
© words were ſo low as we entered 
&« her 


1 
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and Lady Caroline S- 


cc only diſtinguiſh thoſe of kind, 


« and diſtreſſed. Growing faint 


on our approaching the bed, 


Lady Lucy ſupported her in her 
arms, and ſo much did ſhe ſeem 
ce affected, that had I juſt then 
hoe entered the room, a ſtranger to 
5 both, ſcarcely ſhould I have 
known which to call the greateſt = 
e ſufferer. Miſs Dalton's faintneſs 


3 being owing to her too ſudden 


joy or ſurprize, ſhe ſoon reco- " 
« vered; when raiſing her head, 

&« which Lady Lucy had placed on 
cher own boſom; and ſeeing me 


« on the other ſide, holding one 


« of her hands, which I could 
= not ot help preſſing to my lips, ſhe 


" "mn looked 


4 


* her apartment, that we could 
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looked at both ſweetly tender, 


* and the tears guſhed from her 


** eyes. O my dear creature, faid 


« © Lady Lucy, don't torture me 


* with ſuch melting ſilent expreſ- 


* ſion; ſpeak to me, my love, tell 
me if you can bear near you, the 
« ſiſter of the man who has ſo 
« greatly injured you ?—Can I, 
my noble Lady Lucy, do you 


* aſk ?—Ought I not to be dou- 


ee bly thankful, that though God 


* has been pleaſed to viſit me with. 
-. 66 afflictions, he now vouchſafes | 
«to ſend a guardian angel for 
ce my protector Exalted excel- 
« lency! Lady Lucy called her, 
© and kiſſed her with affection 
: i —Good God! faid the, what 


"7.506 * have | 


—— — 
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< have I done to deſerve ſuch mer- 
« cy? Indeed I thought myſelf 
« deſerted by the world, becauſe 
had met with diſappointments 
in it; but never more will I 
« diſtruſt divine providence. Un- 
<« doubtedly you know, ladies, 
« what brought me to this place, | 
cc © Yes, yes, my dear Miſs Dalton, 
e my brother has done your vir- 
e tue the juſtice it merits; though 
he was obliged to blacken his 


on character to accompliſh it. = 
c thought as if ſhe would have = 


© thanked him, had he been pre- 

e ſent. She then aſked if we knew 
cc whether her mother was really 
cc ill? Lady Lucy made no ſcru- 
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« ple to expoſe this part of her 
* brother's ſcheme, to relieve her 


& mind from any apprehenſions, 


con account of Mrs. Dalton's 

health. She heard the whole 

« without throwing in one up- 

ce braiding reflection; and then 

„ ſaid ſhe would write her grand- 

ee father, in whoſe breaſt the ſe- 
e cret ſhould be only locked, for a 
e double reaſon; one of which 


ct was, the obligation ſhe was un- 


« der to Lord Ormsby, for the 
& honour he had this day procured | 
her; the other, a fear the diſ- 
« covery of it to her mother, 


«© might make her unhappy. EL 


ö ec Don't you now, whiſpered her . 


Ds e pity poor Lord Orms- 
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and Lady Caroline S—. 45 
© by Not ſo low but that Miſs 
« Dalton caught his name, which 
« cauſed her viſible emotion but 
te what a nobleneſs of ſoul is ſhe 

« miſtreſs of !—Inſtead of trying 
_ * to hide it from us, Little, con- 


« tinued ſhe, a few weeks ſince; 
cc did I think the name I have juſt 


«© now heard mentioned, could 


« have affected me. Believe me, 


„ladies, when I encouraged his 
= © addreſſes, had I known his bigh 
= ſtation, I ſhould have held my- 
ſelf inexcuſable, in lifting my eyes 
to it. This my brother knew, 
« ſaid Lady Lucy, or he would not 
„e have taken a borrowed name. 
fe Nothing, my dear, have you to 
us blame yourſelf for; no perſon 
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48 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
© but muſt have been deceived 
ec by the many arts that were prac- 
ee ſtiſed. Even your good Mr. Ne- 
* viſon could not ſee through 
< them; as your own hearts were 
e good, they would not give you 
leave to think that others were 
© not caſt in the ſame mould, 
„The whole fault falls on my 
« brother; yet you muſt not think 
too hardly of him, becauſe he 
| « js my brother; and becauſe his 
« penitence allows me to hope he 
«pill again be to me that valua- 
| « ble relation 1 have till now 
12 thought him, to you, as valua- 
Ee ple a friend. — Let your health 
e be eſtabliſhed, my dear, and all 
© muſt ſoon be well.— This 
0 << charming 
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charming condeſcenſion, ſhe re- 
ply'd, has diſſipated every un- 
« eaſy fear, and will ſoon com- 
F pleat my recovery. Though his 
* lordſhip has deceived me, yet 
will I do him the juſtice tothink 
he never would, had he not been 
inſtigated to it by the vileſt of 

men, who makes the ſeduction 
of i innocence his boaſt. — What 
a dear generous girl you are, ſaid 
her ladyſhip, that can attempt 

at palliating a fault, which has 


made you ſuffer fo much! You ; 


will certainly ſteal my heart, if 
you go on this manner; why do 
1 ay will, when the theft is 
| des committed How did 


her fine eyes ſtrive with her 
Vol. III. 95 words 
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words to expreſs her gratitude! 
Lady Lucy obſerving it, turncdd 
the ſubject, aſking if ſhe had 


any objections to the people 
about her; for nothing is more 


8 painful to a generous mind, than 
to ſee a perſon oppreſſed by the 
obligations you have beſtowed 
on them.— 
* lately ſeen, behaved extremely 
well ; their characters, the faid, 


-Thoſe ſhe had 


the was not now ſolicitous 


about, his lordſhip's diſappro- 
bation of his paſt conduct being 


not doubted by her. —Did ſhe 


like her phyſician? if not, her 


ladyſhip would ſend her down 
her own — On no account, Miſs 


Dalton fad, he ſeemed a good 


. * humane 
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« humane man; as for his ſkill, 
= * ſhe ſhould have but little occa- 
( fion for it, finding herſelf fo 
1 much better ſince our arrival: ; 
and hoped that one more cha- 
ritable viſit would compleat her | 
cure.— Well then, my dear, 
continued her ladyſhip, 4 will 
content myſelf with ſending my 
own woman to be with you. 
To- morrow we cannot ſee you, 
but depend on it we will the 
day following.— 0 deareſt 
madam, returned ſhe, you 
ſhower your goodneſs ſo faſt on 
me, that you will make me for- 
get miylell, gee I was ever 


* unhapp .— -Don' t you think 
| 7 2 7 cc your 
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cc 
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„ 
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* 
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your Juliet has been very ſilent 


in this converſation? yet have I 
borne my part in it; not a 
praiſe or tender name that lady 
Lucy beſtowed, but was by 
me repeated, and my ſilence 
only reigned, when his lordſhip 
was mentioned; and where the 
name of his ſiſter? gave her that 
right, which i in me might have 
been deemed impertinence.— N 
The conſideration of ſendin g Mrs. 
Johnſon, put us in mind, that 


we had fifteen miles to return, 
and as many for her to meaſure 


back; which made us leave her 


“ ſome hours ſooner than we 
* ſhouldelſe have done. As ſoon 
* as. 
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as we were in the coach, his 
lordſhip aſked with eagerneſs, 


what we thought of Miſs Dal- 
ton's 4 health? And his eve 
ſparkled at our ſatis factory in- 


telligence. Indeed, Harriot, I ſin- 


cerely pity him; for is not his 5 
punichment pearly adequate to 
his fault? How ſevere muſt be 
5 his refleRtions; for! do not look | 
« on Lord Or msby, as one whole 
conſcience is deadened by re- 
peated crimes; but rather lulled | 
aſleep like a froward child. hs.” 
Lady Lucy aſked him if Mr. Ne- 
viſon yet knew where Miſs Dal- 
* ton was?—His Lordſhip owned | 
he did not; he had ſuffered fo 
* much F ince her illneſs, all in his 


D '3 "a PN * breaſt. 
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4 breaſt had been confuſion. No- 
thing elſe could plead an ex- 
Sc caſe, for not giving ſome eaſe 
« to the worthieſt mind in the 
« world, as he knew his anxiety 
* muſt be great at not hearing 
« from her. — O brother, ſaid 
0 Lady Lucy, what pleaſure bave 
« Toften received, to ſee the manly | 
© tear teal down your cheek, at 
« recital of a diſtreſſed ſtory ; ; and 5 
yet to make) your heart a contra- 
10 diction to itſelf is town 
*. countable.— Come, Lady Lucy, : 
cc ſaid I, you muſt not be too ſe- 
«, vere on his Lordſhip, you fee. 
"he beſpeaks mercy. Upon my 
« word, anſwered Lord Ormsby, 
« I 
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J ſhall be finely managed be- 
ce tween two ſuch girls; but how 
ee bad muſt be the crime, that 
cannot bear the gentle n 
© of a ſiſter and a friend. 
Pardon me, my dear brother, for 


* what J have ſaid ; I do not mean 
© by it to give you uneaſineſs; and 
© to ſhew that you forgive me, 
Wy comply with the requeſt I am 
o going make. Miſs Dalton, tho” 5 
« the moſt amiable young woman | 
te I have ever ſeen, and her mind 
a equally ſo with her perſon, can 
* never be your wife; the earl, I 
doubt not, will expect when 
0 you marry, to make that noble- 
* family from which we ſprung. 
: 6 Rill nobler by alliance: and I 
| D4 5 «am 
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t am ſure you are ſo dutiful a fon, 
te as not to give pain to a parent, 
©. whoſe happineſs, ever ſince our 
« remembrance, has conſiſted in 
ce that of his children's. After this, 


1: * ſurely, you yourſelf will think 


it wrong to attempt ſeeing her, 


4 -You have convinced me, 
cc my Lucy, faid his Lordſhip, 
« that 1 ought not, neither will I 
« Petition for more than one inter- 
« view; but this I muſt intercede | 
« for, as it is neceſſary to clear 
* myſelf from ſome things where 
64 * appearances are ſo much againſt 
me Her ladyſhip having 
10 « gained this point, acquainted 
« him with herintentions, of ſend- 
20 ; - ng. Mrs. Je to be with 
e Miſs 
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« Miſs Dalton till her rccovery,— 
« How does my ſiſter, ſaid he, by 
her kindneſs keep pace with my 


« withes; I ſhall be more happy 
when ſhe is under the care of ſo 
good a woman. This from him 
looks well, for had he any fur- 
S ther deſigns, he would have 


© objected to her being ſent, as 


© he muſt have been detected by 


cher preſence, ſhe being a ſenſi- 


« ble worthy woman, whoſe 
« watchfulneſs and honeſty. is not 
to be corrupted. Lady Lucy 
© prefers her to a younger ſervant, 
te and ſhe in return loves her dear 


© young Lady with great affection, 


© having had the care of her from 


her infancy: who that knows 


„ 
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te her can avoid it? at Berks all 
“hearts were hers, one glance was : 
é ſufficient to make them own 
© her power. But her converſa- 
« tion faſtened their chains, ſome 


j have dragged them to this me- 
ſi  *f tropolis, among whom are the 
ph young Sir James Egerton, and 
lf Mr. Dulet. The country had no 
| _ © charms for them after her Lady- 


i 40 « ſhip left it. But on their arrival 
Ii © here, they did not long remain 
| « in uncertainty; for no ſooner 
| did they declare themſelves than ” 


_« ſhe generouſly told them, their 

* attendance would be in yain; 

« ſhe could never think in the 

* manner that their partiality to 

* * her could wiſh, and hoped by 
— their 


and Lady Caroline S—, 59 
« their acquieſcence with her reſo- 
ee lutions, they would allow her to 
© rank them in the number of her 
« friends, —Thus did ſhe- oblige: 
% each, without granting the re- 
queſt of either. But I muſt new 
« hurry Mts. Johnſon into the 
e chaiſe, where ſhe was ſeated in 
© leſs. than five minutes after our 
return. Lady Lucy intends tell- 
ing the Earl ſhe is gone to viſit 
a ſick friend of her's if he en- 
* quires for her.— Now, my dear, 
though you will wonder, at the 
« firſt receipt of this large pac- 
* quet, what it can contain; and 
„many idle girl I. fear, I have 
.* been called, for not writing 
* ſooner; how will you blame 
N 5.6 « yourſelf 
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* yourſelf for the imputation, as 
e you will be convinced that every 
moment I have had to ſpare, has 
e been employed in ſatisfying your 


<« curioſity, which could not have 


been done, had I ſent it away 


© before my viſit to Miſs Dalton. 
© I know you want a ſecond ſight 
« of this charming woman; but 


you muſt wait, my penis tired; 
« —Adieu for this night to- 


cc morrow I am again at the com- 


* mand of my friends at Aſhley, 


© yet may I not hope to ſee you in | 
e my dreams, with this pleaſing 
* thought retires your affeCtionate 


Juliet Hamilton,” | 
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bs continuation. 


OW diſagreeable were my 


thoughts laſt night from 


wa TH flattered myſelf would 


employ the buſy fancy of ſleep. 
Inſtead of ſeeing people ſo truly 


dear to me, I had no ſooner cloſed 


my eyes, than imagination con- 
veyed me to lady Fetherſtone's 


rout, ſeated me at a card- table, 
where I loſt every ſhilling I was 


then miſtreſs of, and had borrow- 


cd a large ſum of lady Lucy, 


which ſoon went the ſame way. 
The ſpirit of play had taken ſuch 
poſſeſſion of me, that I was juſt 
going to. part with my diamond 


necklace, toan old dowager coun- 


tels, 


To <- 


4 
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tels, when the agreeable tingle 
of her ladyſhip's bell, awakened 
me. And J do aſſure you that I 

took myſelf to taſk, when I re- 
collected the lengths. I had run. 
Certainly a defire of gaming lies 
concealed in ſome corner of my 
heart, which J have not yet diſ- 
covered. 1 believe it is already 
cured, even with my imaginary 
ſufferings; if it can be ſo great 
when imperfect, what muſt thoſe 
poor creatures feel who find it a 
reality ? For my part, mine was | 
for the time fo ſevere, that, am 
reſolved never to put it in the 
power of cards to make me 
wretched —Lord Ormſby | went 
out ip 


and Lady Caroline S- 
out early the next morning, | wile 


called on by ſome of his acquaint- 
ance, to ſee a fine ſtud of Ara- 
bian horſes, lately purchaſed by 
His friends would 
take no excuſe, though he at- 


Lord Clare. 


tempted at many, as he waited 


the return of a ſervant ſent early 


in the morning to R 


as. the gentlemen. were deter- 
mined. About twelve the ſer- 
vant e with two letters, 


ene from Mrs. Johnſon, full of 


the praiſes of Miſs Dalton;. with 
the pleaſing account of her hav- 


ing had a good night; and that 
the phyſician pronounced her out 


= 63 


quire after Miſs Dalton 8 beach, ? 
but was obliged to go unſatisfied, 
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of danger. The other letter was 

Miſs Dalton's, which I ſend you. 
8 How grateful i is her young heart! 5 


© Honoured Madam, 
Could not reſiſt the pleaſure 
of writing, though perſuaded _ 
to the contrary by your good Mrs, 
| Johnſon; how weak appear thoſe 
arguments ſhe uſes in tenderneſs. 
to my health, oppoſed to thoſe my 
heart ſuggeſts to me of ingrati- 
tude, did I not take the earlieſt 
opportunity of thanking ladies to 


whom I am fo greatly indebted, 1 
mare for my reputation than life. 3 
3 For what i is the enjoyment of one | 
| | without the other? Had God 
TRE : | Almighty 


_— . 
.— 


though I knew myſelf innocent, 


yet muſt I have borne the reflec- 
tions of the world; that would 
never have been convinced the 


ſtep J had taken was againſt my 


knowledge. But your preſence 
has diſpelled every uneaſy thought, 
and I ſhall return to my venerable 
| parent, w with a name unſullied, 


whoſe beark: you will make happy | 
when he hears of your unparallel- 


ed kindneſs to his daughter. — 


Indeed Mrs. Johnſon, I muſt * 
more, my heart is full of the ſub- 
ject J am writing on. — our lady- 
ſhip muſt excuſe me, this careful 
woman, will not let me ſit up in 
5 my bed; ſhe tells 1 me, I ſhall cer- 
__  tainly 
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Almighty preſerved the latter, 
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tainly injure myſelf; I know I ne- 
ver can, while employed in ſo 
pleaſing a taſk ; yet I think Imuſt 
comply, as, ſhe ſays, ſhe is ſure 
your ladyſhip will be angry with 
me, ſhould you know it. As 1 
dread the ſhadow of offending 
you, I will refign my pen, after 
has declared how much I am 
pour ladyſhip's, and the amiable 
Miſs Hamilton's ever obliged 
grateful TEE „ 


| humble ſervant, 


Elizabeth Dalton. 7 


P. 4 
Welcome to-morrow when you 


kindly faid you would again ee 


23 


We 
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We had but juſt read it wheg 
| we were joined by Lord Ormſby; 
his quick return ſhewed his im- 
patience, as did his eager ſteps as 
he approached us.—Give me leave, 
ladies, faid he, to have ſome little 
fkill in phyſiognomy ; inform me, 
am I out in my art? for by thoſe 
| agreeable countenances I diſcern 
Miſs Dalton's diſorder is not now | 
to be dreaded ; tell me, am I right? 
What a creature is your brother, 
Lady Lucy, to pretend reading a 
woman's mind in her face! Does 
he not know that they are often 
the greateſt oppoſites ? and now to 
reconcile them, and rob us of our 


former privileges, T think de- 


ſerves ſome puniſhment —lndeed by 
N 
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ſaid her Ladyſhip, 1 am of your 


opinion; 1 myſelf will inflict it. 


Take that paper, preſumptuous 
man, and, before we next ſee 
you, learn every word of it by 
heart, —giving him the letter. He 
took it with a ſmile, thanked us 
for our clemency, and replied he 
would diligently obey our orders, 
In returning to the houſe, we 
met my brother, who had not 
ſeen us the whole preceding day ; 
his friends leaving hin but that 
morning. We acquainted him 
with all that had paſſed in his ab- 
ſence: How curious are theſe men? 
1 thought this foible only be- 
ö longed to our ſex; yet my brother 
made us repeat our converſation 
Fo 1 
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with Mis Dalton: next, her per- 
ſon, her eyes, her hair, and com- 
plexion, mult ; all under his cir- 
| cumſpection; as to her e 
that could not be deſcribed, we 
had only ſeen in her bed. Bui 1 
told him, if any idea of it can be 
formed from the delicacy of her 

hand, arm, and fine falling ſhoul- 
ders, which could not be conceal- 
ed by the wrapping gown ſne 
wore, it was not inferior to her 
| face. My brother pitied the lady, 
for what ſhe had ſuffered, his 
| friend for what he did and would 


ſaffer; for he has, faid he, a thorn 


| planted in his boſom, which none 
5s Miſs Dalton can pluck. from 


Great muſt be his ſtruggles 
between 5 
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| between his love and duty; the lat. 
ter muſt prevail, as there never was 
| aſon that reverenced a father more 
| than Lord Ormsby. Lady Lucy 
| may ſtill glory in her brother, Happy 
| would it be for ſome of our young 
nobility, were their hearts blen- 
| ded with half his good qualities, 
Indeed it might be ſaid, he has 
lately ſtepped out of himſelf, 
but he ſcarce went a day's journey 
before he returned, diſliking the . 
road too much ever to think of 
travelling the ſame way.—Lady 11 
5 Lucy gave my brother a look, | : - tc 
ſweetly expreflive of her heart, ac 
which was all gratitude for thoſe a 
_ praiſes he had beſtowed on one fo tie 
dear to her, but had not time to 
bn So ot aro iy 
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ſay any thing. Lord Ormsby en- 
tering with the letters in his hand, 
prevented her. — Vou muſt, ſaid 
ſhe, thank Sir William for the oblig- 
ing things he has been ſaying of you 
in your abſence. My thanks, ſaid 
he, his friendly heart deſerves; 
they are but his due; to make 


= them acceptable, let me prevail 
on my deareſt fiſter to join hers; 


5 theſe will be more pleaſing to my 5 
Hamilton. — My brother only 5 
bow'd; he ſaw a bluſh on Lady 
= Lucy' 8 cheek, and would not add 
N ; to her confuſion, b y making thoſe 
® acknowledgments he had ſo deep 
a ſenſe of,—Giving the converſa- 
tion a ſudden turn, Mr. Temple 
: called on me this mor ning, ſaid ; 
= 7” DT ns 


. = 
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he, and talks of returning to Aſh- 
ley Park, Mrs. Temple being im- 
patient to viſit my aunt, But you, 
ladies, will be acquainted with 
the time from themſelves, as they 
intend ſeeing you this afternoon. 
—[ hope you will not imagine I 
was ſo unmindful of my deareſt 
friends, as not to propoſe going 
with them: indeed I determined 
in my own mind to have left the 
charms of this gay town, but 1 
could Gs be hear d; | all were 


unanimous in their petitions that BY 
1 would not leave them; Lady | 5 - 
Lucy declared ſhe could not part 7 
from me; Lord Ormsby entreated W t 
I would ſtay till I bad feen the 
recovery of Miſs Dalton; and not WW y 
RE Oo 
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leave her cure half compleated. 
5 My brother was ſilent, yet could 
EZ TI ſee that he wiſhed me to grant 
their requeſt. What could I do? 

1 conſented to oblige them, if my 

| ſtaying a few weeks longer will 


do it. But whiſpered her Lady- 


ſhip, ifin that time ſhe did not 
| agree to lay me under a much 
| 1' greater obligation, and return with 
= me, ſhe would not be that gene- E 
= rous creature I always thought 
her Now, faid ſhe, you are very 


unreaſonable —Am I fo, Lady 


Lucy? Ill appeal to the company. 

This drew the gentlemen to us; 
= they wanted to decide, though 
= neither knew what it was.—Pco- 
| voking Juliet, faid ſhe, I am in 


your power, and vou uſe me as a 
Vol. III. E . con- 
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-conqueror, though far from a 


generous one; make your own 


terms, if you'll let not theſe offi- | 
cious creatures hear a word of 
what has paſt.—There's my good 
Lady Lucy, they ſhall not, if you 


keep to the article I firſt propoſed, 


— You ſee, my Lord, faid my bro- 
ther, they are determined to make . 
a peace without our mediation ; 
true Spartan Dames, becauſe we 
are conquered, they deſpiſe us. But 
yet, conſider the nobleſt Romans, 
that never bowed their neck to 
ſlavery, with pleaſure wore thoſe 


chains by which we are held, —— 
Let them alone, Sir William, ſaid 


bis Lordſhip, if you want to know 
what theſe girls have been talking 


of, don t aſk, N will certainly 
| 5540 e 
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tell you. Miſs Hamilton, etw 
ſtanding the promiſe ſhe has juſt 
made my ſiſter, will not keep this 


to herſelf, for any wager, a week 


longer; don't you ſee how ſhe 


2 wants already to diſcloſe it? 
| ü Come, whiſper it me, it ſhall go 
no further. True, my Lord, re- 
plied I, I am not a Portia, yet 
1 can I not conſent you ſhall be ſo 
= great a ſufferer ; for if I enjoin | 
vou to keep it to yourſelf, * 
? might, perhaps, oblige you to the 
* ſame hard ſhift, with the perſon 
who firſt diſcovered king Midas's | 
ears were of too great a length. 
Brother, ſaid Lady Lucy, you 


have drawn this on yourſelf, for 


had you not firſt taxed us with 


B42 the 
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the want of ſecrecy, you would 


not have been put in mind, that 


it is full as great a burthen in your 


| breaſt, as it can be in ours.—In- 


deed, Ladies, ſaid my brother, you 
are too hard for us Not in the 


leaſt, replied his Lordſhip, I pro- 


teſt I am not vanquiſhed by them, 
and I thought my friend. had more 
courage than to reſign his arms, 


when the field is ſtill our own. — 
The arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Tem- 


ple, put an end to this ſham fight; 


they intend ſeeing you Thurſday 
next; the ſight of them will not 
leſſen your romantic notions. 


Scarce will you help thinking you 


have with you Muſidorus, and his 
Famela; but at the ſame time | 


conſider, 


and Lady Caroline S- 


conſider, that every man is not a 


Temple, nor every woman a Char- 


lotte: yet I hope to bring with 


me at my return, two which ſhall 


vie with them in conjugal feli- 


city, when the knot is tied, that 


is to make my brother the happieſt 


of men. Little inferior to his joy 


will be that of your affectionate 


Juliet Hamilton. = 


I continuation: 


E LADY Lucy coming into mx 
room, before I had left my 
bed, I began to apologize, fearing 
I had made them wait breakfaſt. 
Don't be uneaſy, ſaid ſhe, it is 
not ſo late as you imagine; the day 
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78 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
was ſo fine, that it tempted me to 
get up two hours earlier than 
uſual ; both which I have ſpent 
with my brother. You may ſup- 
poſe the ſubject of our converſa- 
tion was Miſs Dalton; after uſing 
many perſuaſions, 1 length 
Y prevailed on him to let us go to 
R——— without him. Still he 
inſiſts on one interview, when ſhe 2 
is at Mr. Neviſon' * have not 
attempted i in this to diſſuade him, 
as a paſſion oftener leſſens by ab- 
ſence than oppoſition. Time and 
the former will, I hope, be his 
friend. I am miſtaken, I replied, 
if poor Miſs Dalton wants not the 
ſame aſſiſtance; ſhe once loved 


Lord Ormsby, 1 much fear the 
flame 


and Lady Caroline $ 


flame will break out afreſh, when 


_* ſhe is convinced his repentance is 


ſincere. Muſt i it not be heighten'd 
by the knowledge of his amiable 


fortune! b. 


Indeed, my Juliet, 


5 feels any uneaſineſs on his account, 


her own good ſenſe, aided by Mr. 
doubt not, reſtore her former tran- 
| her all the conſolation in our power, 


ven. Then looking at her watch, 


> 


fiſter's noble family and princely 


ſaid her Ladythip, my brother's. 
engaging manner, and fine perſon, 
cannot fail, I think, of making 
Him ſtill beloved; yet! if her heart 


Neviſon's paternal advice, will, I 
quillity. But let us haſte to give 


I have ordered the chariot by ele- 


the aid, 1 muſt ſhew my expedi-. 
1 tion, 


1 
1 


So The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
tion, as I had but two hours to 
dreſs and breakfaſt in. I replied, 
I would attend her in ten minutes; 
and ringing for Sally, joined her 
in leſs time, looking on thoſe hours 
ſpent at the toilet as loſt; not but 
I would have every woman ſtay 
there long enough, to make her⸗ 
ſelf agreeable in the eyes of her 
friends; though I don't think it 
abſolutely neceflary, to ſuit every 
ribbon to the complexion, or put 
on fifty caps before one will pleaſe. L 
$0 much for dreſs. To make up 
for this little digreſſion, I will not 
detain you at the tea-table ; but 
leaving the gentlemen to them- 
| ſelves, will attend you to Mi 
Dalton, whom we found ſo much 
5 recovered. f 


and Lud) Caroline $-—— 


E. * have 


87 
recovered, that ſhe was ſitting up: 
"IF: before we admired ther face, 
how was her beauty heightened 
by a graceful ſtature and elegant 
ſhape. All that melancholy which 
appeared in her countenance when 
we firſt ſaw her, ſeemed now va- 
niſhed. She was liſtening to Mrs. 
© Johnſon, who was reading to her 
when we entered. Running to us, 
once more let me thank you, La- 
dies, now on my knees for your 
goodneſs. Lady Lucy caught her 
before ſhe had touched the ground. | 
What means, ſaid ſhe, Miſs Dal- | 
ton! How is my charming girl? 4 
Having tenderly embraced her; 1 
muſt not engroſs you all, I know 


Mils Hamilton longs eqully to 
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92 The H. tories of Lady Frances 


have you in her arms. Your La- 


dyſhip, I replied, is very kind, 


and Miſs Dalton muſt give me 5 


leave to hope ſhe will allow me 


to ſhare her heart with you. 


Why, faid the ſweet creature, did 


once repine? Take it, ladies, it 
is all your own; and none ſhall 
ever diſpute it with you but a pa- 


ee, from whom it firſt learnt to 


beat, and a poor old man who 
prizes it more than ſuch a trifle 
deſerves. But 1 muſt, conti- 


nued ſhe, as you G kindly intereſt 1 


- yourſelves i In my fl ature peace, be 
P leaſed to hear, that I this morn- 


ing received a letter from my 


friend, my benefactor, my father, 
my own 1 never knew : he dying 


before 


and Lady Caroline S——;. 83 
before my birth, his place has 
been well ſupplied by this beſt of 
men. Il make no excuſe for the 
application, when I mention my 
grandfather. No indeed, my good 
girl need not, ſaid Lady Lucy, I. 
long to hear how he bore what 
you communicated to him.—0 , 
madam, his worthy, heart has 
greatly ſuffered from it, but his 
gratitude knows no bounds to the 
preſervers of his daughter. But let 
me do him juſtice, giving us his 
letter, I ſend it to you, Lady 
= Lucy having deſired a copy for 
x Lord Ormsby, who 1s fo * 
= rouſly mentioned i in it. 


4 
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Mr. Neviſon to Miſs Dalton. 
Obly, my child, have you 
cC.onquered in the cauſe of 
virtue; that power I doubt not 
will ſtill keep you near her, and 
in exchange for affluence, and the 
give you 
content, health, and chearfulneſs. 
—Every incident of your diſtreſs 
has deeply wounded me. Tell 
Lady Lucy, tell Miſs Hamilton, 


allurements of vice, 


thoſe guardian angels of inno- 


cence, how much I admire their 

| exalted goodneſs; a goodneſs, 
which has reſtored to me the 
treaſure I was ſo near loſing. In 
- the prayers I am going to offer R 
the throne of mercy, F will „ 


member 
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and Lady Caroline S 


his repentance may be laſting, 


and his good qualities ſhine out 


with redoubled luſtre. For Iam. 


not a ſtranger to the ſource of all 

thoſe libertine opinions he had en- 

tertained; and can make allow- 
ances for the imperfections of hu- 
man nature. He now feels the 
force of truth, which conquers 
without any aſſiſtance; and will 

| hate what he once was —Suſpi- 
cion and i innocence ſeldom meet; 
how could you than ſuſpect that 
under the appearance of merit, 
was hid a ſubtil poiſon, calculated 
to faſcinate the ſenſes, and lull us 
both alleep ? | Few they are that | 
can fly from this ſerpent, under 

ù»8u „ 


86 
member Lord Ormſby; ; beg that 
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86 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances. 
the diſguiſe of a friend ; but often 
when too late diſcover the de- 


ception, and the force of its bane- 


ful influence. For innocence, 
like the playful ſquirrel, ſkipping 
from bough to bough, unmindful 
of its ſafety, diſcerns the beauti- 
ful ſpeckled ſerpent, attempting 
to climb the tree, which affords. 
her liberty, food, and ſhelter. 
Not miſtruſting it for an enemy, it 
deſcends nearer, whilſt the fly re- 
ptile rolls himſelf in a thouſand 
different ways, the more to attract 
her notice. Sometimes it towers 
its head, fold above fold, ſhewing 
its glittering ſcales, and then 
again baſking in the ſun of proſpe- 
xs licks the duſt, OPS 
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and Lady Caroline S—, 87 
by deviliſh cunning, to reli his 
_ deſigned prey to the low level 
of his deſires : till at length the 
poor animal, lured by deceit- 
ful appearances, having her head 
made giddy by them, drops into 
the extended } jaws of the baneful 
ſnake, who exults in loud re- 
proachful hiſſes, on the misfor- 
tune he had occafioned. Provi- 
dence, my dear, has interpoſed, 
and ſnatched you from its rave- 
nous jaws, to that Providence who 
inſpired. you with good inclina- 
tions, is owing your deliverance 
from the dangers you were ſur- 
rounded. with, and to the great 
Being let us raiſe our thoughts, 
: never relying « on our own ſtrength, 


but 
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88 The H Hory of Lady Frances 
but attributing to him all the 
praiſe; and from him learn to 
forgive and pity our enemies. 
For do not thoſe wretches, my 
dear, who are hardened by guilt, 
till awakened by their remorſeleſs 
_ tyrant, a tyrant of their own. 
creating, do not they call for our 
| pity ? and does not the repentant, 
the now generous lord Ormſby, 


merit our forgiveneſs? Well, 1 | 


know that you join with me in re- 
Joicing to ſee him ſenſible of his 
errors; for your mild temper, like 


virtue, is all gentleneſs, unleſs 


when in danger; never apt to 
condemn without mercy, avoid- 
ing cenſure, as the enemy, not 
the friend of your ſex. Some 
women 


and Lady Caroline S—. 89 
women there are who look on it 
as theirs; but how greatly are 
they miſtaken, for by depreciating 
others they only ſink themſelves 

in the eyes of thoſe perſons, to 
whom they addreſs their ſcandal: 
who, though they are ſometimes 
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pleaſed with the recital, yet they 5 
deſpiſe the mean relators. Far 
unlike theſe degraders is my dear 
Betſy; my fond heart that ap- 
proves her conduct, dictates to my 
pen her praiſes. I know too, that 
from me they will be grateful. I 
ſhould have ſet out immediately 
on receiving your letter, but the 
duty of the Sunday intervening 
prevented me. I am now quite 

caſy, knowing you are well pro- 

tected, 
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88 The Hiſtory of Lady Frances 
but attributing to him all the 
praiſe ;. and from him learn to 
forgive and pity our enemies, 
For do not thoſe wretches, my 
dear, who are hardened by guilt, 
till awakened by their remorſeleſs 
: tyrant, a tyrant of their own 
creating, do not they call for our 
25 pity ? and does not the repentant, | 
the now generous lord  Ocmſby, 
merit our forgiveneſs? Well, I 
| know that you join with me in re- 
joicing to ſee him ſenſible of his 
errors; for your mild temper, like 
virtue, is all gentleneſs, unleſs 
when in danger; never apt to 
_ condemn without mercy, avoid- 
ing cenſure, as the enemy, not 
the friend of your ſex. Some 
women 


and Lady Caroline S—, 89 
women there are who look on it 
as theirs; but how greatly are 


they miſtaken, for by depreciating 
others they only ſink themſelves 
in the eyes of thoſe perſons, to 


vhom they addreſs their ſcandal: 


who, though they are ſometimes 


| pleaſed with the recital, yet they 
_ deſpiſe the mean relators. Far 


unlike theſe degraders is my dear 


Betſy ; my fond heart that ap- 
proves her conduct, dictates to my 
pen her praiſes. Iknow too, that 
from me they will be grateful. I : 
ſhould have ſet out immediately 
on receiving your letter, but the 
duty of the Sunday intervening 
prevented me. I am now quite 
eaſy, knowing you are well pro- 
tected, 
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90 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
| tected, and hope to be with you 


ON Monday, when I ſhall fold in my 


arms my dear daughter, who has, 


for a number of years, enlivened 


by her chearfal duty the heart of 


her affectionate parent. 


E—d Neviſo: n. 


Iwill now ſuppoſe y you aeg ei- 8 
ed with the contents, and like 
me admiring the writer, for a no- 


| bleneſs of ſoul, in offering up his 


_ prayers for a man, from whoſe 
hands he had ſo lately received 
ſuch an injury. What a god-like 
ſyſtem is the chriſtian religion, 
that teaches us to forgive our ene- 


mies: yet it is a hard leſſon, but 
he an learnt of his great 


leader 


* 
5 
5 
1 . 
> * 
7 . 
4 .* 
0 2 
5 1.20 
* 
. 
Be. 
7 * 
2 5 
84 
LS 
; « 
"Ip 4 
- 0 
E. 40 
* * ” 
Ly 
5 
1 * 
* ro 1 
N 
„ 2 
% . 
EY, "x 
: 68 
8 N 
* * 
* 
* * 
5 
* . 
FP" 
1 
4 A 
7 74 
5 - 
*; 
4 8 
* 
5 I 
4 Pas] 
2 A 
| % 
Fe ; 
a 
: . — 
5 * 
Y = 
A * 
. : 
3 "1 
4 WA. 
5 Tx 
Ne 
* 
7 
I, 


and Lady Caroline 8 


they were ſuch as the eyes of his 


darling ſhewed were his due. 


After we had fat near an hour, 


0 Lady Lucy told Miſs Dalton, ſhe 
would greatly oblige her in re- 


counting her firſt acquaintance 


i with Lord Ormſby; and the man- 
ner of her detecting him; not to 
give you uneaſineſs, my dove, for 
if the remembrance pains you, I 
beg, ſaid ſhe, you will not think 
of ſatisfying my curioſity.—Miſs 
Dalton anſwered, that it was what 
ſne had intended, but was too 


weak at our firſt viſit to attempt 


it, and would have immediately 


bann 


01 
leader, to pray for them that had 
deſpitefully uſed him. You may 
be ſure he ſhared our praiſes ; 
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92 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
begun, but we both defired hen 
to defer it, till ſhe had eat ſome- 
thing for her dinner, nor could 
ſhe prevail on us to leave her; ſo 
we all dined in a ſmall apartment 
| adjoining to hers, which ſerves 
her for a dreſſing room. As ſoon 
as the things were removed, and 
the ſervant had left us, Iwill not, 
ſaid the, treſpaſs, Lady Lucy, on 
yours and Miſs Hamilton's pa- 
tience; you are acquainted with 
Lord Ormſby's deception till my 
5 arrival at this houſe, except that 
my mother deſired me to delay 
our marriage for ſome months on 
account of her health and other 
reaſons which ſhe- would one day 
erwin me with; to thoſe reaſons I 
am. 


8 


and Lady Caroline S—; 93 
am yet a ſtranger. In obedience 
to her commands I ſet out to at- 
tend her; Mr. Beaumont begged 
leave to accompany me, which 
was not refuſed him; his conver- 
ſation, as we purſued our journey, 
ſeemed leſs ſerious than uſual, 
and had in it ſomething of a 
flighty turn, though very reſpe&t- 
ful. As I thought it was put on 
to diffipate the uneaſineſs I felt on 
account of my mother's illneſs, 
though I ſeverely checked him, it 
gave me not the concern I felt the 
next day, when he ſpoke of the 
ſacred rites of marriage, in ſuch 
a manner as made me tremble. 
I immediately diſcovered to him 
my reſentment, inſiſting on his 
8 


3 


94 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
ſeeing me no more. He then en- 
deavoured to convince me, that 


what I had juſt heard eſcape him, 
was only the opinions of men, 
whoſe. principles he abhorred, 
which he had repeated that 
he might hear them cenſured 
by me as they deſerved. + faid, 5 
if this! is really your way of think- : 
ing, I am again happy. He 
proteſted it was. And 1 endea- 
voured as much as lay i in my 
power, to baniſh from my thoughts 
what had paſſed. The day follow- 
ing, as we were walking in a mea- 
do near the houſe, a ſervant that 
I had never before ſeen, delivered 
Mr. Beaumont a letter. His coun- 


tenance turned pale as he read it; 
— = which = 
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which when he had done, my 


dear Betſy, ſaid he, I muſt leave 
you for a few days; this paper 
calls me from you, but make your- 
ſelf eaſy, you muſt and ſhall be 


happy. I was greatly affected by 


his words, and a tear ſtole from 
me; 1 never can, ſaid 1, unleſs 
: you are ſo. Might I not be made 
£ acquainted with the cauſe of this 
| ſudden dejection? Whether he had 
ſtole the ſudden infection from my 
eyes, I know not, but his betrayed 
| the ſame weakneſs. A friend, he 
reply'd, that I love better than 
myſelf, lies at the point of death, 
and has requeſted me to haſten to 
him. After this, though his pre- 
ſence was dear to me, L did not 
. attempt 
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attempt to detain him. I never 
| loved him ſo much as at this mo- 
ment; the concern he had ſhewn 
for his friend endeared him to me. 
1 revolved in my mind the ſatis- 
faction I ſhould en Joy with ſuch a 
companion, forming a thouſand 
agreeable ſchemes, which were 
ſoon, very ſoon to be deſtroyed. 
Thus, my dear Lady Lucy, are the 
chẽarful mornings of our days, of- 
ten obſcured by envious vapours: 
and our bright and flattering hopes 
prove deluſions, that are ſometimes 
fatal to thoſe that raiſe them. — 
The gloomy clouds of deſpon- 5 
dency full of horror ſurround. us, -: 
and we are juſt ſinking into the 
graves ready to receive us—when 
Jol, 
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lo! the hand of heaven ſnatches 


us from the jaws of death, and 


dhe fan of righteouſneſs breaking 


through the gloom again, enlivens 


the face of nature, at whoſe pre- 


ſence the clouds of diſcontent fleet 
away, and we again enjoy thoſe 
bleflings ſo long hid from us— 
' Excuſe, my dear ladies, this little 
digreſſion from my narrative; gra- 
titude prompted it, and ſtill leads 
me on to repeat my thanks to my 
dear protectreſſes, thoſe angels 
commiſſioned to ſave me from an 
early death; which ſorrow, deep- 
rooted ſorrow had near effected. 
But I will now make you ac- 
quainted with the motive that oc- 
caſioned it. —On my entering the 
VoL, III. * houſe, 
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houſe, I met at the door Mrs. Ro- 
gers, the perſon my mother men- 
| tioned in her letter as her friend, 
and in that character I thought ſhe 
treated me with too much defe- 
rence. She aſked, if I had finiſhed 
my walk? Yes, Mrs. Rogers, I re- 
| plied, as Mr, Beaumont is gone, 
I will retire to my cloſet, and 
write my. grandfather of my ſafe 
arrival; but will not cloſe my let- 
ter, as I hope in the afternoon to 
give him the ſatisfaction of my 
- mother's alſo. i went immediately 
up ſtairs and fat down to write, 
but wanting ſomething from my 
writing box, and recollecting it 
was in a ſmall breakfaſt room ad- 
joining to another parlour, I went 
; 0 
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to fetch it. I believe I ſtepped but 

lightly, as it did not diſturb two 
people, deep in converſation i inthe 
inner room. At firſt I was going 
to run out, thinking Mr. Beau- 
mont was returned, but hearing 
the name of Lord Ormsby (a name 
I Was then unacquainted with) 
pronounced by a perſon, whoſe | 
voice I did not immediately recol- 
le; and imagining it to be an 
- acquaintance of Mrs. Rogers, was 
returning to my chamber, when 
I heard her ſay that his lordſhip 

had juſt left me, and was proceed- 

ing to town, on account of the 
 earl's illneſs. This gave me a con- 
fuſed notion of I know not what; 

none but Mr, Beaumont had ſcen . 


F 2 n 
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me ſince I came to this place; 
Mr. Beaumont could not be Lord 
Ormsby. Such a ſuppoſition al- 
moſt deprived me of my ſenſes, 
yet uncertainty was to me dread- 
ful; and as I knew I could not 
come at the truth by any other 
means, I laid a conſtraint on my 
riſing paſſion, and attentively li- 
ſtened to them. But what were 


"me agitations of my mind, when 


1 diſcovered the ſtranger's voice 
to be Lord Edgmoor's? Well 
1 might 1 ſhudder; what virtuous 
mind could avoid it, when know- 
ing ſhe was in the power of the 
vileſt of men! My doubts were 
ſoon confirmed in dreadful cer- 
; tainty, 24 his aking that infamous 
woman 
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woman if I had yet Mborered 
Mr, Beaumont to be Lord Orms- 
by. This queſtion threw me into 
a violent ſhiver; I held my hand- 
kerchief to my mouth, to prevent 
them from hearing the noiſe my 
teeth made. Never did I ſo much 
dread fainting as at this moment. 


© Luckily for me I had my hartſ- | 


horn in my pocket; after applying 
it to my temples the ſhiver left 
me. The next thing I heard di- 


| 5 ſtinctly, was the tetter that Lord 


Ormsby had juſt received (for I 
muſt now call him by that name, 
ſince no longer Mr, Beaumont) : 
came from your ladyſhip. This 
illneſs of the ear}, continued Lord 
Edgmoor, | happens deviliſh un- 

* 3 : PE 
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lucky; had he remained in health 
one week longer, my revenge 
would have been compleat, which 
cannot be without this girl's ruin, 
et, my Lord, ſaid the wretch, 
I am ſurprized you can part with 
o fine a creature to another; I 
thought your lordſhip's friendſhips 
were never carried to fo great a 
; length. No, Rogers, be. reply'd, I 
am the ſame as ever; your maſter. 
_ varies not, only circumſtances dif- 
fer. Neviſon I mortally hate, as 
by his means T was deprived of 
Nancy Belmour; and the old fel- 
low had made me appear ſo like 
the devil he preached about, that 
I found it im practicable to get 
Miſs Dalton for myſelf. Then 
3 * where 
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where could I think of ſuch ano- 
ther as Lord Ormsby, whoſe cha- 
rater is the faireſt of our nobi- 
liyy; and nothing but ſuch a wo- 
man could bring him down to our 
ſtandard? Yet if he now raiſes 
any more ſcruples of purſuing his 
ſchemes, and you ſuſpect his de- 
ſigns her honourable, directly ac- 
quaint me with it; and a chaiſe 
ſhall convey you and your priſoner 
(for ſuch ſhe then will be) to my 
| houſe in the north. So one way 
or other my revenge mult be com- 
. pleated,— -Hartſhorn was now 
of no farther uſe; this laſt ſhock 
was not to be ſupported : 1 fell 
ſenſeleſs on the floor. When re- 
turned to life, I found myſelf in 
* 4 be 
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bed with the moſt abandoned of 
women ſitting by me. The fight 
of her added to my frenzy; Iravd, 
called on Lord Ormſby, exclaimed 
I was a poor undone creature. She 
try'd to ſooth me; this the more 
encreaſed my diſtraction. 1 puſhed 
her from me; go, go, ſaid I, 
ſhame to thy ſex, go to thy vile 
employer, tell him he is now re- | 
veng' d. She told me ſhe would 5 
not ſend to Lord Ormſby, and 
without waiting for my reply ha- 
ſtened out of the room. I ſtarted 
with horror at his name, huddled 
on my cloaths, determined to fly 
far from him, and from thoſe 
who had almoſt brought him on 
a level with themſelves. Thaſtened | 
0 


: and Lady Caroline S— . 10 . 
to the ſtairs, not knowing where 
my wild apprehenſions would carry 
me. While trembling that I could 

ſcarce ſtand, I heard her behind 
me defiring me to ſtop ; I quick- 

ened my pace, and my foot ſlip- 


ping on the firſt ſtair, I came in- 


© fantly to the bottom. I thought 


I had broke every bone, and fuf- 
1 fered them to carry me quietly | 
0 back to my room. A phyſician 
and ſurgeon were immediately ſent 


i Þ for; the latter declared I had not 


received any injury from the fall, 
except ſome bruiſes. What I had 
ſo lately heard, and what T then 
endured, made me incapable of 
ſpeaking. Indeed 1 thought my- 
F FT: : felt 
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{elf dying, and lifted up my heart 
to God in grateful thankfulneſs, 
that as ſuch ſnares were laid for 
me, he was graciouſly going to 
take me to himſelf. The ſtupor 1 
then lay in was followed by a fe- 
yer, which, I believe, the phyſician 
| imagined dangerous. Rogers ac- 
quainted (as I ſuppoſe): Lord 
Ormſby with it; for the next 
morning I received a letter from 
him full of the deepeſt contrition; 
declaring if I died, he ſhould look 
on himſelf as my murderer; and 
to convince me he was ſincere, i in 
formed me of what I before too 
well knew, that Rogers was a vile 
woman hired by him for the vileſt 
of Purpoſes. That he had on his 


arrival 


$ 


U 


ed with the whole.— ä 
girl, ſaid Lady Lucy, though 1 5 
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arrival diſcharged her, and taken 


in her room a worthy good wo- 
man. That he was then at a little 


diſtance anxiouſly waiting each mi- 
nute to hear of my health. And 
begged me for the ſake of my re- 
putation, which was now dear to . 
him, not to contradict what he had 
faid to thoſe people about me, of 
my being his relation. But how | 


much ſatisfaction did I receive in 


the ſucceeding letter, which in- 
formed me I ſhould be honoured 
with your Ladyſhip's preſence: 
that at once convinced me of your 
goodneſs, and his Lordſhip's fin- 


cerity, by making you acquaint- 
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have not interrupted you, to ſay 
how much I have ſelt on the reci- 
tal of your diſtreſs; yet believe me, 
it has been great, I can hardly bear 
the thought, that my brother, not- 
withſtanding I have already for- 
given him, was an inſtrument of 
revenge in the hands of the vile 
Lord Edgmoor. But Juliet, ſaid | 
her Ladyſhip, while our attention 
has been thus engaged, we have 
not obſerved theap proaching even- 
ing; I fear Miſs Dalton's ſpirits | 
have been too much exhauſted ; 
beſides, I am horribly afraid of 
theſe gentlemen, who claim the 
roads by no laws, but the force of 
arms; and I know you have have : 
not a ſufficient ſtock of courage, on 
an 
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an occaſion of meeting hem, to 
afford me a ſupply. I reply'd, that 
an opportunity had never offered 


for my ſhewing it, and I could not 
- anſwer for myſelf. For before we 
are in danger, we know not what 


ſtrength we are endowed with : 


for many a man in the day of bat- 
tle is at firſt ſhocked at the ſight 
of thoſe armies before him, and. 
would give all he is poſſeſſed of 
to quit the field; yet neceſſitated 
to fight, the fear of death puſhes 


him, on and makes him a hero. 1 
Lady Luey, by the ſame princi- 


ples, we might as well be hero- 


ines. —Being informed the cha- 
riot was at the door, we took 1 

moſt affectionate leave of Miſs 
Dalton, 
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Dalton, firſt making her promiſe 
to write often. On the road, her 
Ladyſhip expreſſed her concern, 
that Lord Ormsby might reſent 
the injuries he had received from 
Lord Edgmoor; for which rea- 
ſon, ſaid ſhe, I will conceal as. 
much of his black deſigns as is in 
my power. I had almoſt forgot f 
to tell you, that Miſs Dalton has, 
but in the politeſt terms, refuſed 
to ſee Lord d Ormsby; yet it is La- 


dy Lucy s opinion, as well as 
mine, that her brother can never 


think of any other woman. 0 
Juliet, faid ſhe, adviſe me how to 
preſerve the heart of my brother, 
and not diſtreſs that of my father. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, my friend, I cannot bear 
to ſee either unhappy. I anſwered, 
as ſhe ſo obligingly called for my 
advice, I would give it frankly, in 
telling her I thought it would be 
very wrong, ever to make the Earl 
acquainted with any thing rela- 
tive to this affair; 3 as it might be 
5 productive of very bad conſe- 
quences. That of. undoubtedly 
having an alliance propoſed to him, 
would not be the leaſt, which I 
ſaw no probability of Lord Orms- 
by's accepting. In that caſe, it 
would be only encreaſing his diffi- 
_ culties, without any advantage ac- 
cruing from it.— Right, Juliet, 
ſaid her ladyſhip, it was but yeſ- 
terday that my father mentioned 
e e 


112 The Hiſtory of Lady Frances 


the alteration ſo viſible in my bro- 


ther; and begged me to tell him 
if I knew the cauſe; at the ſame : 
time declarmg he would remove 
it, if it lay in the power of his for- 
tune. This kind aſſurance almoſt 


tempted me to reveal his fecret, 


thinking this a favourable oppor- 
tunity; but while I was heſitating, 
Come Lucy, ſaid my father, tell 
me, has my ſon been unlucky at 


Newmarket? Or perhaps, conti- 


nued he, he has loſt more at Ar- 
thur's than he thinks conſiſtent = 
with prudence ? Theſe are follies, 
my dear, but we muſt not let him 
ſuffer; for then inſtead of reclaim- 
ing, It would only make him def- 
perate.— I could not bear to have 


2 
7 
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my father ſuppoſe he had been 5 
guilty of that vice; and aſſured 
him I knew my brother never 
play'd high, and that I had heard 
him condemn thoſe who riſqued 
their fortunes on the chance of the 
die, the length of a ſtraw, or the 
ſwiftneſs of a horſe.— But, conti- 
nued the Earl, what am I to 
= | think? Surely my ſon has not 
engaged his heart to a perſon un- 
worthy of him; he knows how 
= deſirous I am of ſeeing him ſet- 
I led; had it been his equal, he 
3 would have given me the plea- 
= ſure I have ſolong wiſhed for; if 
W the contrary, 1 hope I ſhall never 
= be acquainted with it, as it will pain 
1 me to refuſe what 1 am deter- 


mined 
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mined never to grant.—This, 


{aid her Ladyſhip, made me drop 


my firſt intention; beginning to 
think my father had ſome intelli- 
gence of the affair. And I believe 
I looked a little filly, whilſt I only 
faid J imagined my brother's reve- 


rence for him, would not let him 


1 diſpute his will. —1 doubt it not, - 

ſaid my father, and ſhall be quite = 
eaſy if I ſee him ſo. But I fancy | 
your Ladyſhip (looking at me) is 
in the ſecret, —My dear Lord, re- 
ply'd I—Indeed, indeed (he kindly 


held his hand before my mouth) 


you ſhall not diſcloſe it, my Lucy; 
could it give me pleaſure, I am 
ſure you would be the firſt in 

communicating it ; and, if the 


contrary, 


and Lady Caroline 8 


deſtroy the happineſs I now enjoy? 


such a father! O my Juliet, 
heaven grant his peace may never 
be diſturbed, —Thus did we dwell | 


on this ſubject till our arrival in 


town. Lord Ormsby is greatly 
concerned that Miſs Dalton will 
not ſee bim, yet he owns her re- 
ſentment is juſt, —We ſhall ſet out 


for Audley Caſtle in ten days, 


when I ſhall ſee thoſe ladies who 
have taken up ſo much of our at- 
tention; and in admiring whom 


you have joined with your a 


-  JulietHamilton. | 
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In continuation. 


OU have by this time my 


Charlotte with you, fo I will 


ſuppoſe I am writing to both. It 
is now a week ſince Mrs. John- 
fon returned. Mr. Neviſon came 
to R- the Monday evening; 
he had travelled all the Sundaß 
night; his impatience to ſee his 


5 daughter not ſuffering him to 
think of his fatigue: and being 


chear'd by her ſight, he Was ena- 
| bled to purſue his journey home 


with her the next morning. Mrs. 


7 Johnſon told us ſhe never ſaw ſo 


affecting a ſcene as their meeting. 


——Lady Lucy has juſt left me; 


as writing, Juliet, ſaid ſhe, 
as 
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as ſhe entered. —Indeed, my ode 
Lucy, I have got into ſuch aknack 
ol ſcribbling, that on ſitting down 0 
to my table, the pen ſtole imper= = 


I ceptibly | into my fingers, and 
| proved the force of cuſtom.—A 
very good one, replied her Lady- 
ſhip, as as it entertains your friends. 
And ſee, I have brought you an 


= employment. in tranſcribing thoſe 


" 
= 
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letters for them.—What, faid I, 
from our dear girl? The very 1 
fame, ſhe anſwered; a meſſenger 
| has this moment brought them; 

I give you leave to love her, be- 
= cauſe you cannot avoid it; but be -- 
BY cautious how you ſay too much of 
: the old gentleman, as I am his 
=_ profeſſed admirer, If you beſtow 

2 on 
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on him thoſe praiſes which are his 
due, I ſhall certainly be jealous, 
IJ am now going to ſeek my bro- 
ther, to try if I can prevail on him 
to grant her requeſt, —So ſaying 
ſhe left me. As I ſend the incloſed 
copies, I ſhall not make this letter 
longer; but go to her Ladyſhip | 
to know if ſhe has ſucceeded, and 
to get for you her anſwer to Miſs 
Dalton's letter. We ſet out for 
Audley Caſtle in three days, when 
you ſhall ſoon again hear from 7 
your 


Juliet Hamilton, 


and Lady Caroline &. 


Mis Dalton to Lady Lucy Wal- | 


ons 


Madam, 


7OU will ſee by the jndlakid. 
letters, that your noble bro- 


ther has deſcended from his ex- 


alted rank, by offering to lift me 
to a ſtation equal to that of my 


honoured protectreſs. The argu- 


ments I have uſed, will, I hope 
prevail on him to deſiſt from ſee- 
ing me; for I will not, if I can 
avoid it, leſſen myſelf in your La- 
dyſhip's eyes, by permitting his 
_ Lordſhip's viſits. Aſſure him, my 
dear Lady Lucy, that my reſolu- 
tions are unalterably fixed ; but 
| that my heart acknowledges his 


 generolity, 


=. 119 


120 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
generolity, and rejoices to ſee him 
reſtored to himſelf, and to thoſe 
minds where virtue always reſides, 
My dear parent, by his anxious 
tenderneſs, has almoſt diſperſed 
the ſickly languor on my counte- 
nance; it now viſibly gives way 
to returning health. Bleſt with 
chearfulneſs, enlivened by your 
friendſhip, an honour you bid me 
aſpire to, whoſe healing influence 
I have already felt, I ſhall ſoon | 
enjoy the ſweets of calm retire- 


ment, 


1 be nt: forgetting, by the 
world W 


All 


and Lady Caroline d- 


tion of your Ladyſhip's eſteem, 


and that heaven would prolong 
to me the life of that excellent 
man, who with unwearied care, 
has ſhewn me the dangerous paths 


of youth, and pointed out the way 


to happineſs. Where, tho' thorns 
| often hurt the feet, and ſometimes 
| ſtrike into the boſom, yet the 
charming and unbounded proſpect 
before me, has helped to leſſen. 
the tranſitory pain I have felt. 
The paths. which. at mp, fir e- 
trance appeared rugged, is made 
ſmooth by contentment. Serene 
joy beams from her eye, and in 
her converſation I experience true 
pleaſure. Aſſured by my director 
Vor. III. . that 


% {1.08 
All Inow with is the continua- 
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that the obtaining this ſweet com- 


panion depended entirely on my- 


ſelf: wouldnot yourLadyſhip have 


blamed me, if I had not immedi- 
ately turned all my uneaſy thoughts 
out of doors, to make room for a 


gueſt that will enlighten my mind, 


and make that life eaſy, which I 
once thought doom'd to be un- 
happy?—I have already taken up 


ſo-much of your Ladyſhip' s atten- 


tion, that I will not now longer 
preſume on it; only whilſt I beg. 
you to believe my heart full of 


the moſt gratef ul ſentiments, which 
ſhall always be retained ſo long as 


ke is lent to, honoured Madam, 


1 our obliged . ſervant, 
2. Dalton. 
3 


and Lady Caroline & 


Lord Ormsby to Miſs Dalton. 


before you; my pen ſhall obey the 


My ſiſter, dearer to me than ever, 


123 


or daring, Madam, to 3 
trude myſelf into your pre- 
ſence, ſuffer this paper to appear 


dictates of my heart; O believe 
that heart now ere from guilt, and 
"in love with virtue! 'Tis you then 
7 Imuſt Rill love, for you, like hea- 
ven, can forgive my bad intentions. 


tells me you do. Convinced that 
titles and ſplendor are in your opi- 
nion lightly weighed, I will not 
throw them into the ſcale with 


: the requeſt I am going to make. 
Mcthinks I already ſee my crimes. 
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ſinking to the ground, while all I 


can do to ballance them appears 
like the gay bubble on the ſurface 
of the water. Stop wretch, and 
wonder at thy preſumption | how 
canſt thou expect a reward where 
a puniſhment is ſo greatly me- 
rited! O Madam, that I could 
hope you would look down on the 
' miſerable writer of this letter, un- 
5 worthy your eſteem, though once 
bleſt with it; and be united to 
him by thoſe bands never to be di- 
vided. If you can prevail on your- ; 
ſelf to aſſent to this propoſal, a 
propoſal on which all my views 
of happineſs depend; then will 
you put it in my power partly to 
atone for my offence; which ſhall ; 


1 


and Lady Caroline &. 12g 
be the whole ſtudy of my future 
life: and in forming my conduct 
by your example, the force of that 
goodneſs I have attempted to in- 
jure, will be more conſpicuous, I 
write your good Mr. Neviſon, by 
this meſſenger, to beg his pardon 
for the pain 1 have given him, 
further preſuming to hope I ſhall 
obtain it; for- is he not com- 
miſſioned from heaven to beſtow 
it on the repentant ? Could I but 
recal thoſe ſchemes, which have 
darkened all my bright proſpects, 
then would I gild them with the 
: hopes of an anſwer favourable to 
my wiſhes, which would compleat 0 


the "OP of yours eternally, 


e Ormeby. 
8. 3. Miss 
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Miſs Dalton to Lord Ormsby. 


OUR Lordſhip's generous 
propoſal demands my thanks; 


thoſe Joined with my eſteem are 
in your poſſeſſion ; but never will 
I, by black ingratitude, convince | 
your amiable ſiſter, that the per- 
ſon on whom ſhe laviſhed her ten- 
derneſs, was unworthy of it. Con- 
| fider, my Lord, what you owe 
yourſelf, your! noble father, and your 
exalted rank; a rank that it would 
be the higheſt preſumption i in the 
i ee of a dependant to aſpire 


The former errors in your 


Lord ;lip's conduct, are only like 


ſpots in the fun that ſoon diſap- 
peared; 
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peared; but ſhould: I accept your 
hand, x cloud of oblivion would 

| be caſt over your brighteſt actions, 
and your generoſity would be called 

a weakneſs, Contented in my re- 
tirement, and honoured with the 
friendſhip of Lady Lucy, I want 
no other addition to my happi- 
neſs, than to hear you had choſen 
ftom the nobility, a lady remark- 
able for every beauty of mind and 
perſon: what great ſatisfaction will 

it then give the Earl to behold her 
ſtrengthening by her rectitude of 
manners thoſe principles of ho- 
nour he early taught you: and 
then will I congratulate myfelf, 
for being the occaſion of calling 
forth thoſe virtues to public view. 
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—Let your reaſon, my Lord pre- 
vail, it will tell you I am unfit to 
move in the high ſphere where 
you would place me. In the hum- 
ble ſtation I am determined to re- 
main in, your Lordſhip ſhall al- 
ways have the good wiſhes and 
prayers of your ſincere friend, and 
— humble ſervant, 1 
0. Dalton. 


Lord Ormaby to Miſs Dalton, 


\ LL my happineſs i is now va- 

© ** niſhed, and I am no longer 
worthy your notice. But O! for- 
give me, if I once more, though 
contrary to your commands, at- 


tempt ſeeing the arbitratreſs of my 
| fate. 
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fate. Like a drowning wretch, 1 


tt is only in the power of Miſe f 
Dalton to reſcue me from thoſe 
thoughts, that are enemies to my 
repoſe, and will effectually ſwal- 
low up my peace, if ſhe refuſes 
5 her aſſiſtance. If you hated not the 
once happy Beaumont, why will 35 
you not conſent to let the repen- 
tant Ormsby expiate his offence, 
I and reinſtate himſelf in your 
N eſteem? *Tis you, Madam, . that 

= muſt be the friendly. ſtar to guide = 
me on my way; and by its influ- 
ence, and ſweet benignity, I ſhall 
then purſue a ſteady unerring 
courſe, But if deprived of its 
rays, I ſhall again wander dark 
N * Fn: © 
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and bewildered. Let your gene- 


roſity extend itſelf ſtill further than 


to my forgiveneſs, and accept the 
hand of the unworthy injurer, 
who will ſtudy to merit ſo valua- 
ble a gift. Liſten, generous, excel- 
lent woman, to my earneſt peti- 
tion; let me repeatedly entreat 
you to view me in the repentant 
light I now ſtand, and confer on 
me the higheſt obligation, by per- 
mitting me to viſit the only perſon 


in the world capable of reviving in 


me thoſe ſentiments, which were 


firſt inculcated into my mind by 


bhe beſt of fathers. Vet I own to 
you, Madam, that his ſanction ; 
will be wanting to our union, 

Po which cannotacguaint him with; 


knowing 
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knowing he will raiſe obſtacles to 


retard it. But when you are irre- 
vocably mine, he will be con- 
vinced that my choice has not in 
the leaſt diminiſhed antient nobi- 
lity, but added luſtre to it. I have 
ten thouſand things to ſay, that 
will add weight to theſe already 
: faid, Confider, Madam, that in 
your power and diſpoſal is my 
happineſs or miſery; confirm the 
firſt by your acquieſcence, and 
for ever baniſh the latter, then : 
= you will always find me Jour. 
3 - 5 ate ful 


Ormsby. 
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Mr. Neviſon to Lord Ormsby. 
N OW do behold: your Lord- 


ſhip, like one who has long ; 


loſt his friend, thinking him deed, | 
and again ſees him reſtored to life. 


. You have, my Lord, repented of : 
pour faults, which has enriched 
the ſoil of your mind; and inſtead 
of baneful weeds, the faireſt 
flowers will ſpring from it. Yes, 
my Lord, the manner of confeſ- 
fing your errors, has diſcovered = 
me every virtue that had been 
choaked by them. Bluſhingly do 


they rear their heads with virtuous 


pride, aſhamed of their former 


| companions] | O ſuffer them not 2 
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again to take root in a ſoul given 
you for the nobleſt purpoſes —1 5 
on your Lordſhip's combat hard. 
Your foes were powerful. Your 
paſſions ſtrengthened by youth, cu- 
ſtom, and the ſnares laid to entrap 
you, by thoſe who glory in their 
converts to wickedneſs, required wee 
1 heroic courage to conquer, The 
conqueſt ſo difficult, how much 
then is the merit? Remember, : 
my Lord, that you have given an 
old man leave to prate; and old 
men are naturally talkative, Tho” 
I am not qualified for the office of 
a dictator, yet, as you have con- 
ferred it on me in calling for my 
advice, you ſhall freely have it. 
” But 1 am afraid, that like an un- 
LE. = 
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{ſkilful ſurgeon, I ſhall make your 


wounds bleed afreſh ; when per- 


haps lenitives would effect a cure, -. 
without the pain a cauſtic occa- 
ſions. But as this laſt method ge- 
nerally prevents a mortification, 
ſuffer me to uſe it. As a.mortifica- 
tion of the mind ſeldom ſtops till 
it has ſeized every vital, and ren- 
f dered the whole inſenſible; it be- 
gins by oppoſing evident truths, 
and when onee driven on an ab- 
ſurdity, it is not eaſy to alter its 
opinion; for deaf to reaſon, and 
blinded by ſophiſtry, it obſtinately 
' defends contradictions, and calls 
the baniſhment of ſhame and mo- 
deſty ſtrength of mind. Such a 
diſeaſe of the mind is paſt cure, 
1 dun 


— 
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and is too of ſo black a nature, and 


ſo communicative, that whoever 


approaches near, runs the danger of 
infection. This companion is Lord 
Edgmoor, whom your Lordſhip 
once made your oracle; which 
like that of Delphi, never told 
truth, unleſs to afliſt his vile de- 
ſigns. Actuated by a principle of 
revenge towards me, he artfully 
ſearch'd into your ſoul, and hav- 
ing there diſcovered your love for 
my daughter, thought her ruin 
and mine certain; by inculcating 
into it thoſe pernicious principles 
which your 2 paſſions coincided 
with. They were at that time wild | 
and ſavage, ' You could not then 
reliſh the beauties of the ſacred 
vritngy, | 
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_ writings, or the precepts they con- 
vey. Now, my Lord, let your 


good reſolutions be enforced by 
theſe heavenly guides, and be no 


more miſled by the faint glim- 
merings of philoſophy. I know 
that when your Lordſhip looks 
back on ſome parts of your for- 
mer conduct, you will ſhudder at 
yourſelf and abhor the thoughts 
of the complicated miſery you muſt 
have occaſioned, had your ſcheme 
ſucceeded. Some men there are, 
= | whoſe unfeeling hearts can behold 
diſtreſs without being ſoftened by 
it. Your Lordſhip has convinced 
me, that yours is ſuſceptible of the 
5 moſt refined ſentiments, when 
Ju. permit rellection to prevail 


Over | 


and Lady Caroline S 
over paſſion. Aſſure yourſelf, my 
Lord, that I ſincerely forgive the 


injury you intended me, which it 
bein me to menten; but 1 
thought it neceſſary, as without 
it I could not expoſe the character 
of the bad man, whom you called 
friend; but as much incapable of 

being a true one, as the burning 


"a of Africa are of fertility. 
Fly, my Lord, fly from ſuch de- 


ceivers, and be not again miſled 
by an ignis fatuus. Iwill pray hea- 


ven to ſtrengthen your growing | 
virtue, and bring it to maturity. 


But while I admire the noble man- 
ner of confeſling your errors, I 
muſt condemn your generoſity, 


in n. to rank my daughter 
with 


. 
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with nobility. Reflect, my Lord, 
what pain you would give your 
father by ſuch a ſtep ; the undiſ- 
| cerning world would call her for- 
mer conduct, when Known, artful, 
and the mouth of common fame 
throw the vileſt odiums on both 
your characters. Your reafon, my 
Lord, muſt agree with our ſenti- 
ments which are definitive. Theſe 
objections againſt the honour you 
intend us, never can be removed, 
Therefore your Lordſhi p will par- 
1 don me for declining it, and J 
hope will believe to be highly ſen⸗ 
fible of the obligation you would 
| confer on your Lordſhip's ſincere 
friend, and _— n ſer- 
vant, 


1 
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Lady Lucy Walton to Mikk Dies. 
H O W. my dear charming 


girl, can I blame my bro- 


E ther for his perſeverance, when 
a the object before him, is ſo wor- 
thy his purſuit. 
ſhewn him your letter, and heard 
all his arguments againſt your fixed 
reſolutions. I muſt join with him 
in ſaying you are a jewel fit for 
. the crown of a Prince. 
| prevail on my Father to conſent 
that Lord Ormſby ſhould wear 
it next his heart, my moſt ardent 
_ petitions ſhould. not be wanting: 
but fince the Earl is unacquainted 1 
with your value, and muſt remain 


I have juſt now 


Could 1 
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a ſtranger to the occaſion of my in- 
troduction to you, as my brother's 
faulty conduct, if juſtly expoſed, 
would irritate him, and perhaps 
drive his now darling ſon from his 
_ preſence; this conſidered by me, 
I have abſolutely forbid him from + 
diſturbing your returning quiet, 
having, you know, received a com- 
| miſſion to regulate his behaviour 
in this affair: an affair in which, 
not only his own happineſs, but 
khat of ſo many individuals is con- 
cerned. I will not pain you by 
5 recounting how much his lordſhip | 
ſaid, to make me retract my harſh, 
eruel command, as he call'd it; * 
tell him that he muſt endeavour to 
merit your forgiveneſs by a chear- 
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ful acquieſcence in your inclina- 
tions. Did 1 imagine, he ſaid, 
that you would honour him with 
your preference, if fortune ſhould 
put it into his power, to call you 
bis, he was determined nevet to 
marry, if you denied him your 
hand. He hoped a favourable 
| opportunity of communicating 
your worth to the Earl; that, 
= ſince he muſt ſuffer by painful 
| . ſuſpence, yet he ſhould be content 
= to be the only ſufferer, ſincerely 
| congratulating his dear Miſs Dal- 
ton, on her returning health and 
tranquility ; which he, by his vile 
arts, ſo barbarouſly diſturbed. He 
never ſpares himſelf on the occafion 
chat diſcovered to me your merit; 


and 
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and by turning felf-accuſer, I 
own has diſarmed my reſentment, 
and ſoftened it into pity. —How 
unworthy, my dear, ſhould I be of 
your friendſhip, could the incident 
of high birth make me forget 
your ſhining example, for is it not 
virtue that enobles, and is not vice, 
| tho? dreſſed in gold and jewels, 
contemptible ?—Miſs Hamilton, 
who is alſo your admirer, is pre- 
vailed on to accompany me in a 
viſit to Lady Frances Worth- 
ee at Audley Caſtle, Your let- 
| ters will find us there, as we pro- 
pa oſe ſetting out for that place on 
| 1 ; Thurſday next. That content, 
4 your ſeet companion, may long 
be an inmate of your boſom, is 
Eos the 
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the ſincere wiſh of her, who ſtiles 
herſelf your affectionate friend, 

Luey Walton. 


After Lady Lucy and Mils 
Hamilton got down to Audley 
Caſtle, ſeveral letters between the 
latter and Miſs Wentworth are 
= omitted, as being of little con- 
I ſequence. 


ig Hamilton to Miß Wentworth, | 


HAVE already told my 

A dear Harriot, how much we 
have been employed in receiving 

and paying viſits to the neighbour- 

ing families, which are here very 

Go ee Calle 1 is like 
Fl the 
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the mind of its owner, noble and 


elegant; nature has here diffuſed 
her various beauties with a boun- 
teous hand; which mingled with 
the nice touches of art, afford 
the moſt delightful ideas. This 
magnificent edifice overlooks a 
wide circuit, that it ſeems to awe. 
At the entrance into the avenue, 
you ſee i it, at the diſtance of three | 


miles, placed on an eminence, 


with a gradual aſcent ; the park, 
in which it ſtands, is the largeſt | 


in England, and the plantations 
ate ſo well diſpoſed, and have 
+ ſuch an appearance of grandeur, 


that you immediately own their 


excellency. A fine. river winds 


its way through. the green ver⸗ 
dure 
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dure; herds of ſpotted deer rov- 
ing about, or lying on the banks, 
fearleſs of Acteon's fate. Here 
the eye may rove from one ob- 
ject to another, without danger of 

ſatiety; for, as you aſcend, the 
proſpect widens to a vaſt extent; 
and the laviſh hills almoſt touch 
the clouds; thoſe that are not ſo 
ambitious, are adorned with the - 
ſeats of the nobility, and gentry, 
enriched with agriculture and 


| | ſmiling plenty.—A navigable arm 
of the ſea reaches almoſt to the 


foot of the caſtle, where ſtands 
a ſmall town, and a venerable old 

abbey in nodding. ruins.” On 
the oppoſite ſhore, is an alabaſter | 


; rock of a ſurpriſing height ; that 
Vox. III. 1 
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ſuffered much by time, who with 
his iron tooth, has broken down 
large pieces, and has gnawed 
others ſo much, that they look as 
if hung in the air by a needle's 
point. I am fo great an admirer 
of natural curioſities, that I could 
not reſtrain my deſire of ventur- 
ing near, to examine this, The 
ſun ſhone full on it, and gave fo 
fine a luſtre to the different co- 
'# lours, that my attention was fo 
: ; mane taken up, 1 never once 
waought of retiring, till lady) 
. F rances, and lady Lucy reminded 
= me, that we had ſpent two hours 
| | there, and ſhould ſoon be ſur- 
; rounded by the tide, if we did 
' | not retreat to our boat. — will 
i is vo 
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now lead you to a wood, on the 
left hand of the caſtle, ſacred to 
Contemplation ; who is placed at 
the entrance of it. Wiſdom 
ſtands by her fide, Folly is run- 
ning away from them, ſtopping his 
ears. Theſe three figures are well 
executed. The river meandering 
through the park, riſes at this 
place; it is remarkably clear, and 
| though its origin appears only like 
a weeping rock, yet it widens, as 
as it flows, to a vaſt expanſion, 
and ſometimes ruſhes through 
broken arches, placed on purpoſe, 

= tothew, that like Virtue, it could 
make a way through difficulties, 
and diſcover a proper reſentment, 
ws obſtructed ; but ſoon again 
„ ſub- 
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ſubſides into its native calm. The 


walks on the banks, and the ve. 
nerable trees, which here often 
unite their branches to form a 
ſhade for the lovers of ſolitude; 
Inſpire you with thoughts, which 
none but thoſe who would wiſh 

do fly from themſelves will avoid. 


In a corner of the wood is a 


Druid's temple, compoſed of the 
roots of trees, and in the center 
of it a fine painting of the Druid, 
with a golden knife in his hand, 
extended to gather the ſacred 
miſletoe, attended by the bards, 
ſinging the praiſes of their gods. 

This, and a hermitage, are the 
only buildings formed by hands. 

How would you, my dear Har- 

riot, : 
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riot, who are ſo fond of retire- 
ment, enjoy this charming ſoli- 
tude ! No more will I attempt to 
hugh you out of your romantic 


notions, as J uſed to call them; 
for, if I continue here much long- 


er, I am afraid, that like our firſt 
parents, I ſhall, with unwilling 
feet and averted face, quit this pa- 
5 radiſe. On looking over what I 
have written, my wanderings have 
furpriſed | me! at my firſt ſetting 
out, I only propoſed leading you 
to the caſtle, and I find that I have 
carried you over hills, and thro 


vales, and placed you under a 


huge rock; but looking up, ſeeing 
danger whicling a fragment of it 


a my head, 1 fled from it, con- 
H. 3. veying 
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veying you to this wood. If you 
are not yet tired, I ſhall direct 
your ſteps to the caſtle; but as! 
am not an architect, I cannot tel! 
you of how many orders it is 
compoſed. It is allowed by pro- 
per judges to be a maſterly build- 
ing; and calculated for magnifi- 
cence. The ſides of the hill on 
which it ſtands, are planted with 
a variety of ſhrubs and vines, and 
from the windows you command 
proſpects the moſt delightful. 
The furniture of lady Frances's 
| dreſſing-room, is entirely her own 
Work, in which fancy ſeems ex- 
hauſted. The flowers of her 
creating almoſt equal the origi- 
nals. A noble collection of pic- 
| tures 
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tures adorns every room; but 
= knowing you are already acquaint- 
ö ed with the characters of the 
chief ornaments of this houſe, 
3 and as cannot find words expreſ- 
| five of their actions, which are 
noble, uniform, and beneficent, I 
= cloſe this letter, enjoying the 
pleaſing reflection, that power and 
1 goodneſs are in them united. Now | 
4z Harriot, fay for once, that I am 
not unmindful of my promiſe. I 
| expect to be rewarded for my 
goodneſs, with another Tong let- 
ter, which will give the higheſt 
vl ftisfaCtion to Your 5 

Piet Hamilton, 


H 4 1 
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1 7 continuation. 


1 bis morning aroſe before the 

ſun, my eye now follows him 
over the hills, while the birds ce- 
lebrate his approach with their 
ſoul-felt harmony. My fpirits 
too are exhilarated with that bright 
obje& who unfolds tous the beau- 
ties of the creation; and I cannot 
help condemning myſelf, and all 
| thoſe who often ſuffer dull ſleep 
to invade their ſenſes, and rob 
them of ſuch pleaſing medita- 
tions. The roſy-finger d morn, 
u unbarring the gates of light, ſo 
charmingly deſcribed by Milton, 


* in * "Pp glory; ; and I 
Pe, ſtood 
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down, to ſnatch a look at the gay 
Aurora; who, having ting'd the 
clouds with purple and gold, is. 
juſt leaving us, to make room fot 
the brighter ſun, who, by lo 
degrees, draws up the curtain of 
night, and expoſes to me ſtately 
adifices, glittering ſpires, ſcatter'd: 
villages, and humble hamlets, to 
which, perhaps, its beams are 


more welcome, than to the houſes 


of the great, where it is too often. 
ſhut out by luxury; a gueſt much 


courted, and the foe. of health. 
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ſtood an hour at my W indow, an 
admiring ſpectator. Though I 
have taken up my pen, to fulfil 
the pleaſing taſk you have enjoin'd 
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—At preſent ſhe is my friend, 


and the blithe milk-maid cannot 


boaſt more of her favours. We 


are this day to dine under the 
large rock mentioned in my laſt, 
for which purpoſe a magnificent 
tent is pitched, a band of muſic 
provided, and a large yacht of his 
5 lordſhip s, finely ornamented, waits 
to carry us to it. Several neigg- 
bouring families are to breakfaſt 
here, and be of our party. The 
morning bad ſlid away ſo agreeably 
that I had not perceived how the 


hours waſted, till two chariots, 


which are this inſtant driving up 
the avenue, put me in mind that 


it muſt be late. The firſt is lady 


s Nu Frampton s, the once ſup- 


0 
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poſed. rival, but always intimate 
friend, of lady Frances Worth-- 
ley, to fay which is, to pro- 

nounce her miſtreſs. of number-- 
leſs good qualities. The next, by. 
= the ſhewy:liveries, diſcern to be 
= Mr. Wilſon's, a gentleman who: 
has acquired a vaſt eſtate in the 
FEaſt-Indies. On his return to 
England, he married a pretty wo- 
man, of ſmall fortune; who, 
whilſt Miſs Jones, was generally 
eſteemed, but that eſteem ſhe has 
now loſt, by a behaviour quite 
oppoſite to her former. Inſtead 
of that amiable humility, for 
which ſhe was once diſtinguiſned, 
ſhe has convinced all her former 
acquaintance of her 1— ſu- 
periority 
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periority over them, by airs of 
diſtance, and throwing off the 


maſk, has. diſcovered what they 


neſs of foul, that could not bear 


with equality the ſmiles and 
frowns of | fortune. 5 . She, the 


other day, met with A ſevere mor- 


tification, to that pride, which 
employs every movement of her 
mind and body. We chanced to 


©. - 


meet her at lord E——s, where 


was Miſs Nevil, a young lady that, 
| when her fortunes were low, ho- 
noured her with her friendſhip ; 
but, on finding that Mrs. Wilſon 


had caught the reigning foible, the 
loſs of memory, not being able to 


to recolle& her former. acquaint- | 


ance, 


5 and Lady Caroline S—; 167 


ance, unleſs they were people of 
rank, ſhe declined giving her any 


opportunities of exerciſing her in- 
ſolence on herſelf. While Mrs. 


Wilſon, of a mean family, and 
without any expectations, was 
raiſed ſuddenly to affluence, Mis 
Nevil, though well born, had ex- 
perienced all the painful viciſſi- 
tudes of fortune, her father hav- 
ing ſunk great part of his eſtate 
at Arthur's. Lady E —, whoſe 
delightful character you are not 
unacquainted with, is become her 
patroneſs, ſince which, her good 
ſenſe and ſprightly wit, have re- 
commended her to a gentleman 
of this neighbourhood ; who has 
N overiponed. the want of fortune, 
where 
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where he could ſee none of merit.. 
Mrs. Wilſon had been intimate 


with her, when proſperity gilded: | 
all her days; but, having enter- 
tained an opinion, that adverſity 


was a great debaſer, thought Miſs 


Nevil now ſunk by it, even below 
her notice; the advantages of 
birth, generoſity and merit, were 


all diſregarded by this mean level- 


| ler. And l when ever chance 
brought them together, ſhe would 
ſtare confidently at her, as if un- 


certain whether ſhe had ever be- 


fore ſeen the perſon, whom the 
once prided herſelf in calling 


friend. Then with half averted 


face, and a contemptuous ſilence, 


would, perhaps, vouchlafe her 
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the honour of a- diſtant 'curteſy: 


Miſs Nevil's diſcernment ſoon diſ- 
covered the def; picable motive; 
from whence this behaviour pro- 
ceeded:; which was too low. to 
give her concern. It is true, ſhe 


had once flattered herſelf, that in 


Mrs. Wilſon's houſe ſhe ſhould 
find a ſafe aſylum, till her fa- 
ther's affairs could be ſettled; but 
now thanked her ſtars, that they 
had not placed her in the power 
of an inſulter. lady E-—, the 
protectreſs of all the unprotected, 
that fall under her obſervation, 


hearing of the difficulties, in which 


her father's vices had involved her; 
immediately gave her ſo genteel 
an Invitation, as might almoſt 
Ait 5 make 
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make the obliged think herſelf the 
- obliger ; ; and now treats her with 
the ſame affection, as her own 
daughters. Mrs. Wilſon, fond of 
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tion, and © hearing her ladyſhip 
5 was in Suſſex, inſtantly made her 
a viſit. Lady, Frances, lady Lucy, 
and myſelf, had been ſeated but 
a few minutes, when ſhe entered 
with apparent ſurprize, which I 
ſaon obſerved was occaſioned, by 
the preſence of Miſs Nevil; but re- 
collecting, I ſuppoſe, that ſhe muſt 
be in a ſtate of dependence, and 
regulating. her behaviour accord- 
ing to the noble plan ſhe had laid 
down, that vaniſhed; and a fa- 
mionable ſneer took its place, 
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being ſeen with people of diſtinc- 


which 


_e . 9 £.S 
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which did not paſs unobſerved, 
and the perſon for whom it was 
deſigned, determined, as ſhe after- 
wards told me, not to let ſlip a fa- 
vourable opportunity of holding up 

a mirror to her follies. One ſoon 
offered, which was readily laid hold 
on by that young lady. As the 
ſatire pleaſed me, I will try to 
recollect it. The great reſpect 
and affectionate behaviour of Lady 
E-——, with the aſſiduities paid 
her by the honourable Mrs. Hil- 
ton, ſoon awakened Mrs. Wilſon's [ 
curioſity, which ſhe ſent out as & [ 
ſcout, and it brought intelligence 
from the lady who ſat next her, 
that Miſs Nevil was ſoon to be 
_ raiſed to a ſtatian of life, that 
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would 'far outſhine her own. 


Giving a few moments to thought, 


ſhe roſe from her chair, and al- 
vancing, began to apologize, with 


all the effrontery of one who 
thinks they confer an honour on 
_ thoſe with whom they converſe ; 
imagining, no doubt, that her 
being a. perſan of faſhion, a very 
uſual term, I muſt own, would L 
- authorize the moſt groſs affronts. 
Miſs Nevil, ſaid ſhe, will excuſe 
my not having till this moment 
recollected her. I am immenſely 
_ near-ſighted, and cannot really 
diſcern any object acroſs the room. 


Indeed, madam ſmartly returned 


Miſs Nevil, I condole with you 
en your new misfortune, fre- 


. "_ | 
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quently attended by a total depri- 
vation of memory. When I had 
the pleaſure of your acquaintance, 
you was then happy in both: 
The loſs of them I muſt attri- 

bute to the great diſtance for- 
tune has now placed between us. 

If we do not think it ſtrange, 
that objects leſſen, as they are re- 

j moved farther from. our notice, 
| 1 neither ſhould Mrs. Wilſon, when 
= ſhe knows her ſhort-ſightedneſs 
proceeds from the ſame common 

_ cauſe, * T hough mortified and 


| confuſed at this ſevere reprimand, 


the ſeemed not to underſtand it, 
and re- aſſumed her chair, firſt : 
ſaying, ſhe hoped for the pleaſure 

- CEE her at Wilſon-ball. But 
| 5: that 
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that ſhe was ſtung to the quick, 


the ſticks of her fan in loud 
cracks reported to the company, 
who all enjoyed her ſecret humi- 


liation. I am juſt ſummoned to 


breakfaſt. As our coaches are wait- 


ing to carry us to the water imme- | 
diately after it, I ſhall leave this 


letter unfiniſhed, in order to let 


you know how we ſpend the day, 
that has broken on me ſo charm- 


W 


Where will this a] ! A "047 
ger is juſt arrived from the Duke 1 
ally tells me, his borſe was 
rid ſo hard, that it dropped under 


him. 5 Lord Henry appears con- 


5 cerned; Lady Frances is retired - 


in tears to her apartment, Mrs. 
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Worthley with her. His Lord- 
ſhip's travelling chariot ordered 


to be got ready. Well, I again 
repeat, where will all this end! 
The company only ſtaid breakfaſt, 


finding our ſcheme would be | 


dropped for that day. 


Juſt as I had wrote the wy 


word, Lady Frances and Lady 
Lucy came to me; the former ; 
gave into my hand this letter, at 
leaſt as. near as I can recolle&, 
which at once explained what 


had before propre to me ſo miſ- 
_ terious. 


7 Though my dear child * 5 
3 offended againſt the duty ſne 
« owes myſelf and her mother, 
* yet nature ſtrongly * in our 


boſoms, 


cc 


\ Your mother was a fortnight 
ſince ſeized with the ſmall- pox, 
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* boſoms, and has at laſt prevailed, 


«K + 


too am TI puniſhed for my in- 


cc 


WO 


M6) 


: ec 


= 


1 own we have been too ſe- 


vere, and ought ſooner to have 
cc 


liſtened to its pleadings. Now | 


gratitude to my brother, in ſee- 


ing the perſon's life, dearer to 


me than my own, endangered 
cc 


« by a diſorder, generally fatal to 


"06 © 


thoſe who dread its effects 


and is not I fear out of danger. 


Inexpreſlible, my dear Fanny, 
« js my diſtreſs. Haſten then to 


61 relieve and conſole by your pre- 


40 


| ſence, an afflicted, but 


10 * affeRtionate father.” . 


We 


dyſhip to town ; but by hers, Mrs, 


Worthley's, and Lord Henry's 
joint ſollicitations, have laid afide 
= our intentions; and promiſed to 
| ftay here one fortnight longer. 
Poor Lady Frances was divided 
between her joy and grief, the 
= former proceeding from the pleaſ- 
ing hope of being tenderly receiv- 
7 ed by her parents, 'the latter from 
ber Grace's indiſpoſition. Mrs. 
= Worthley, at parting” with her, 
fondly embraced her: its now, 
faid ſhe, I feel the pain of ſepa- 
ration. O thou reward of all my 
ſufferings, how can I looſe thee 
from my arms ? Yet, as your af- 
foction is called for, to afford 
| _ conſolation : 
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We propoſed attending her Jas 
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conſolation to her Grace, that 
thought, together with the happy 
reconciliation which now awaits | 
you, ſhall be my comfort. Do 
not thus alarm yourſelf, my dear 
Lady Frances, —I ſee apprehen- 
ſion ſmile on your countenance 
call to your aſſiſtance that forti- 
tude, with which heaven: has en- 
dowed you; and it will beat 
you through every trial ſent by 
the ſame unerting hand. Lady 
Frances thanking her, promiſed 
ſhe ſhould never be abſent from 
her thoughts. Lord | Henry is 
gone with her to town; but in- 
tends returning in a day or two; 
ſo now are we all in full expecta- 
tion of a letter from her Lady- 
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ſhip. I ſay we, becauſe ſhe has 
defired Mrs. ; Worthley to commu- 
nicate to us every thing ſhe writes, 
—We have been here three 
weeks, and have not yet found 
any fault with time; then why 
ſhould it be conſidered as an ene- 5 
my? when in our power to make 
it an immortal friend. Inſtead of 
| that, our petit maitres are conti- 
| nually attempting to kill it, by 
wounding it with pick-tooths, 
ſnuff. boxes, and a thouſand other 
trifles. I myſelf have often abuſed 
it, but always repented my of- 
fence; and, for the future, deſire 
you will correct me, when I prove 
- "0 ungrateful, being determined 
| Vor. „„ Res, 
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you ſhall know how time ambles, 


trots, or r gallops, with 


Your 
Juliet Harvilton 


o 


Lady Frances Worthley, to Mig 
N e 


r Write the firſt moment 1 leave 
my mother's apartment; to ac- 


quaint the perſon that ſtands 1 in 


the ſame dear and tender light, 
and thoſe amiable ladies now with 
her, that I am as happy as 2 
daughter can be, who is in con- 
tinual fear for that life that was 


cver valuable to me, even when 
treated unkindly. How much 


muſt it be now heightened, W 
each word, each look, ſpeaks ine 
kind = 
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and Lach Caroline S——, 17 71 
kind the indulgent mother. With 


a heavy heart I left you; uncertain- 
ties are ever painful. My dear 
father's letter made me hope to 

be kindly received; yet, pleaſing 

as this hope was, it did not com- | 
penſate for the uncaſineſs I ſuf- 
| fered at the thoughts of her 


grace's indiſpoſition, and the pro- 


bability that 1 might arrive too 
late to receive her forgiveneſs, My 5 
uncle, who ſaw my concern, en- 
deavoured to diſpel it, by turning 

my thoughts on Mr. Worthley, 


painting to me the joy he would 


| feel at the happy reconciliation. 
When thinking of him I imagined 


the chariot went not ſo ſlow, as 


as T had often before complain d 


we 2 it 
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it did. My uncle ſet me down 
at my father's, and then retired 

"od Groſvenor-ſtreet ; firſt ſaying, 

he hoped my ſpirits would ſupport 


me, in the pleaſing, yet plainful 


taſk I had to go through, Such | 
. damp that moment ſtruck my 
heart, I could not ſpeak ; 1 took 
| his dear hand, and held it to my 
lips ; how long it would have re- 
mained there I know not, but on 
our ſtopping, a footman opened 
the door, and we were obliged to 
part, my uncle not chooſing to 
ſee my father, till he knew whe- 
ther his preſence would be agree- 
able. A trembling ſeized me at 
| alighting, and my feet Would 


ſcarce ſupport me to aſcend the 
ſteps; 
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ſteps; 1 was even ſtartled at ſee- 
ing the knocker muffled, though, 
had I recollected, it is no more 
than what is ufual in caſes of 
ſickneſs ; but my ſpirits were ten- 
der, and then every little incident 
flutters. On entering the houſe, , 
I aſked for Mrs. B WhO 
hearing my voice, immediately 
came to me. All the reſentment 
I had before borne her, vaniſhed - 
at che viſible alteration in her ; 
countenance, ſo pale, ſo thin, ſo ; 
_ melancholy ; to what could I at- 
tribute the change, but to her 
great regard for my mother, and | 
the fatigue ſhe muſt have under- 
gone in her illneſs. She informed | 


me, that her grace had been in 


EI 


im- 6 
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imminent danger, while the diſ- 
order was on the turn ; but thoſe 
ſymptoms. they then feared, had 
now quite left her. This ſatisfac- 
tory account enabled me to ſupport 
the preſence of my father, who 
Juſt then entered, E threw my- 
EY ſelf into his arms, which he had 
opened to receive me, and kiſſed 
his paternal lips, being embolden- 
ed to it, by hearing him repeatedly : 
call me his dear, dear daughter, 
Fanny, ſaid he, you have not yet 
received half our blefling ; your 
mother longs impatiently to ſee 
you. I would have kneeled| to 
thank him for his b ; but 
he prevented me. O, replied I. 
5 bab has my dear father, by his ge- 


— 


nerous = 
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nerous forgiveneſs, raiſed the deprel. 5 
ſed ſpirits of his child? We have 
all ſomething, anſwered he, to be 
forgiven; for if you took a wrong 
ſtep, not altogether conſiſtent with 
your duty, we drove you to it, by 
forcing Lord Milford on your in- 


= Cclinations, when you declared 


how much they were averſe to 
him. But I can now fay with | 
my whole heart, laying his re- 
vered hand on my head ; may 
heaven ſhower its bleſſing on my 
daughter, and the perſon to whom 
her fate is joined. Do not you, 
my dear mother, feel for me, the 
force of this blefling. I know 
not how I was that moment, all 
LOO” with his goodneſs. 
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Mr. Worthley being included in 


It, doubled my joy ; the thanks I ; 


paid were incoherent, flowing ſo 


ſaſt from my heart, that they al- 
moſt choaked my utterance. He 
then led me to my mother's room. 


* his interview, like the former, 
filled me, with. rapture : : all was 


again repeated by her, my father's 


endearing bleſſing renewed, each © 


ſtr] wing which could 


treatment of him. 


ew the 
greateſt! marks of affection. Nei- 
ther was my uncle forgotten; be 
was, they both ſaid, the only one 
Who had nothing in his conduct 
worthy of blame, and ſeverely 
laid on all themſelves, for theic 3 
| I interrupted 
| their accuſations ; none, I ſaid, had 
| 2 greater | 
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and Lady Caroline S——, 177 
a greater ſhare in his affections 
than themſelves; that at the happy 
proſpect of my being again re- 
ceived, he came to town with 
me, and a kind meſſage from ei- 
ther would ſoon convince them 
how much, how tenderly he loved 
them. They were delighted; my 
father immediately. ordered his 
chair, and went to Grofrenor- 
ſtreet.. My mother could talk of 
nothing but his Lordſhip, till my 
| father returned, and introduced 
him to her: my generous uncle 
would ſuffer no thanks, no con - 
deſcenſions, to be paid him; and 
declared his brother had already 
expatiated too much on what had 
paſſed, and tenderly ſaluting each, 
5 e 
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he again begged all might be for- 
gotten.— Thus, my Mrs. Worth- 
ley, thus, my other dear friends 

at the Caſtle, am I now pot- 
ſeſſed of all thoſe hearts, Jever 

| wiſhed to gain; yet cannot my 
felicity be aſcertained, until I ſee 
that perſon, by whom every plea- 
ſiure is heightened, when divided 
with him; and whom I ſhall haſ- 
ten to acquaint with thoſe delight- 
ful views before us. That mine 
may not be darkened by the los Z 

of him my ſoul holds dear, are 
- the inceſſant prayers of your happy 
Gutifal, and affectionate daughter, 


Frances er 


5 PG 
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P. 8. My uncle will 0 you to 
| norr OW, with Lord Ormſby. 1 


| Lady Frances Worthley, t to. Mes. 
Worthley. 


o certainly, Ra Madam, 


have been ſurpriſed at my 


n for more than a week, 
Lord Henry, I knew, would tell 


you all that had paſſed before be 
left us, and then my mother is ſo 
. 
myſelf equally. deſirous of that 
honour, that I; am ſcarce] a mo- 
ment alone. Had I been always. 
uſed to ſuch tenderneſs, migbt I. 
f then have felt that tranſcendent ; 
- Jokes: 
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pleaſure it now brings me? Are 

not the greateſt bleflings often 
overlooked by a long continuance = 


of them? For do we not generally 


expreſs more joy at a fine day i in ö 
the winter, than at the many 
months that roll on in a conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of them ? and yet 
I hope I fhould not have been 
unthankful, had I been always ſo 
happy. My mother left her room 
E yeſterday ; ; my father, I think, is, 
If poſſible, more fond of her than 
ever; and ſeems not to obſerve 
the leaſt alteration in her perſon. 
Vou ſay, you fear for her, when 
ſhe herſelf ſees it, but you did 


not then know, that an equal 


change Was wrought on her mind; 
4 and 1 


and to convince you it is, I'll re- 
peat to you her words, when the 
glaſs, by. her own orders, was. firſt 


brought her. Fanny, -ſaid ſhe, 


looking on it, learn from me ne- 
ver to ſet a value on your out ward 
form; all my life I have been em- 
ploying my thoughts on mine, 
and obſerve how one ſhort month 


has eraſed for ever, every real and 


imaginary beauty; yet, believe 
me, my dear, when I tell you, 
that in all the bloom of youth, 1 
never beheld myſelf with ſuch 
pleaſure, as at this moment; ſee- 
ing the grave where my former 
follies are buried, Now, dear 
x Mrs. Worthley, do thoſe flowers 
in my mother 8 mind appear, 
N which 
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which you one day remarked, 

would certainly be the produce of 
fo rich a foil. She has already 
made me relate to her the pro- 
greſs of the moſt ſincere affection, 
thus ever ſubſiſted in the human 
preaſt; and, after I had finiſhed, | 
why, Fanny, ſaid ſhe, did I ever 
attempt to divide yon from ſuch 
merit? Was I not by this over-paid. 

5 for my recital, and you, my dear 
Mrs. Worthley, have in my mo- 
ther a new admirer ?—Death yet 
hovers Oer this houſe, deckoning 
one that ſtarts at his appearance. 

Mrs. Dalton, who has been con- 

ſtantly with my mother, during 

her late diſorder, was ſeized four 

3 8 ſince with the ſmall-pox, | 


not- 
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notwithſtanding her being con- 
 vinced, as ſhe thought, ef her 
having | before paſſed it. The 


kind, and attended with fymp- 
toms which leave no room for 
hope. My dear mother is really 
much concerned; the fame phyſi- 
cians that were employed for her- 
ſelf, ſhe ſtill retains to attend this 
diſtreſſed woman, diſtreſſec in- 
deed; ſhe knows her danger, and 
that ſtrengthens the diſorder. I 
went to ſee her juſt before 1 ſat 
down to write. Come not near 
me, Madam, faid the poor crea- 
ture, I am d. wietch, 5 unworthy 
this condeſcenſion, or your for- 
. Laſſared her I did not 

recollect 
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recollect any offence towards me, 


but ſuch. as I could eaſily pardon, 


0 bleſſed ſound! the replied, = 
am I forgiven ? Do you ſay I am 
forgiven Then ſtaring up, ſhe | 
wrung her hands, and with wild 
vehemence cried'out,' O my good 
L«ady—the Duke Lady Caroline 
— they — they; — have ' mercy | 
heaven, hide — hide—my guilt, 
Theſe words plainly indicated a 
"delirium; and leaving her to the 
care of the nurſe, T haſtened from 
the room. Her father and daugh- 
ter are already arrived; being ſent 
for at her own deſire. May ſhe 
receive from them the conſo- 
lation ſhe ſeems to want. My 
b has W an apart- 


ment 


_ 
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ment for them, with proper at- 
tendance; that their ſorrow might 
not be intruded on. Mr. Neviſon, 
who appears to be a worthy man, g 
will, I hope, make death put on 
the form of a meſſenger to con- 
vey her to happineſs; not the 
frightful monſter her hurried ima- 
: gination | has raiſed. Il am juſt 
now told the is certainly dying, 
and requeſts to ſee my mother, 
W Going to attend her Grace on this 
V fad office, I muſt drop my pen 


I come ooh beholding ap- 
proaching death in its moſt hor- 
rible ſhape. Methinks J hear in 
every ſound a piercing groan, and 
{till ſee the perſon who maintains 
5 ſo 
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ſo obſtinate a conflict, with her 


conqueror. Violent convulſions 
| ſucceed each other, and every mi- 
nute threatens to deprive her of 
that life, ſhe ſtruggles to preſerve. 

| — muſt write on to calm my 

| ſpirits, they are ſhocked beyond | 

imagination; 


what a dreadful 
myſterious ſcene have I juſt be- 


held Ho do the guilty trem- 
ble when near their diſſolution! 
Mrs. Dalton has been guilty of a 
crime towards my mother, but 
of what nature, muſt remain a 
ſecret, till providence, in its own 
proper time, brings it to light — 
On dur entering the room, the 
turned her eyes towards us with 
7 _ 0 (hall n neyer forget 0 fright- 


1 = 
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fully eager. O Madam, fays ſhe, 
hear, — hear me confels my— 
crime, my — guilt. But was 
again ſeized. with convulſions. 
They did not laſt long; on my 
mother” s going to her, ſhe caught 
one of her hands, and cried with 
vehemence, Now—now—forgive . 
my -—guilt; death—death—the 


power, —1 ſuppoſe ſhe meant that 


death would take from her the 
power of explaining the guilt ſne 
laboured under. Seeing her 
daughter, who was retired to the 
window, and wanting to implore 
ſome favour of my mother, ſhe. 
beckoned her forward, joined 
their hands, and preſſed them to- 
beiher; her countenance that in- 
ſtant | 


188 The Piflries of Lad Prax 


ſtant indicating returning reaſon, 


Never did I ſee her Grace ſo 


much affected; ſhe even ſhed tears 
whilſt ſhe looked at Miſs Dalton, 
who eagerly kiſſed the hand her 
mother had put into hers.—Her 
Grace was pleaſed with this ami- 
able confidence, held her in her 
arms, and promiſed always to love 
her, Mrs. Dalton regarded them 
with filent rapture ; we thouglit 
ſhe had been ſpeechleſs, but raiſing 
herſelf in the bed, ſne pronounced, 
though with great difficulty, Lach 
—and then a minute after Nature. 
— My mother whiſpered me, 
that the certainly meant to tell 
her, nature was making its laſt 
efforts. And obſerving that ſhe 
0 | / 5 mae 
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and Lady Caroline S. 189 
made proper ſigns to every queſ- 


tion aſked; we left her to the 
care of Mr. Neviſon, who waited 
in hopes of finding an opportunity 
of adminiſtering the laſt ſolemn 
office; and by ſacred authority to 


calm the tumults of her Gifturbed 


ſoul. 


— 


Miss Dalton is a lovely girl, 1 
intend to deſire my mother, who 


denies me nothing, to keep her 
with us, at leaſt till her grief is a 
little ſubſided, O that ſhe would 
conſent to live entirely with me, 
but this I muſt not expect ; and 
that 1 muſt not, ſtrangely affects 
me. Had you ever ſeen her, La- 
I dies, Four would not be ſurprized | 


at 
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at this prepoſſefſion, If my heart 


was not ſo full, I think I would 
deſeribe her to you; but I am ſo 


| fluttered, my ſpirits are i Fock 
continual agitation, ſomething like 


expectation, 1 ſuppoſe, of poor 


Mrs. Dalton's death, prevents me 
from collecting my ſcattered 
thoughts, J wonder how the 
Tweet creature will bear the loſs of 
. her mother. 1 am determined to 


leſſen her grief by ſharing it with 
her, without being violent ; it 
was ſo melting, ſo pathetic, When 
ſhe ſaw us about to Teave the room, 
that we prevailed on her to retire 
with us ; I would have taken her 
to my apartment, but her Grace 
ſeemed deſirous ſhe ſhould go to 
bers, 
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i | a ſecond meflage was brought my 
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hers, ſo I went with them,. and 


we each led het by the hand. We 
had not been long together, when 


mother, who, attended by miſs 
Dalton, has been with the poor 


W departing | ſupplicant, wbilſt 1 
| have ſcribbled thus far. Huſh! 


I think I hear them coming this 
way. Do not my ears deceive 
me ?—her Caroline—ſurely it is 


my mother's voice, — her dear Ca- 

oline again. O my beating heart! 

chat means thy eee $ 

I Lie down wy _—_— 


*« yes, the lives | ſhe lives ! 


all now is out, Mrs. Dalton has 
Y breathed her haſt; it was Lady 


Ca- 
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Caroline, it was the force of Na- 
ture, ſhe meant to have ſaid. She 
has confeſſed it all with dying 
repentant lips, has ſhe confeſſed 
it !—I fly once more to embrace 
my deareſt ſiſter—how - ſtrange! 
how intricate! are the ways of 
Providence? I can write no more, 
let the incloſed, put into my mo- 
ther's hand by Mrs. Dalton, juſt 
as ſhe was expiring, ſpeak for me, 
and tell my dear Mrs. Worthley, 
all my dear friends with her, the 
charming, charming cauſe of the 
joy II this moment experience. 


Mrs, 


Mrs. mash to the Dutcheſs 


of — 


E FO RE your Glace wilt — 
ceive this, the writer of i it will | 

be no more; Iam now going to give 
an account of all my crimes to that 


| judge, who has, i in this world, be- 
gun my puniſhment, by ſuffering 
my guilt to be my conſtant com- 
panion. That guilt I have often 
been attempting to atone for, by 
my ſincere repentance z and by 


B making a full. diſcovery of my 


6 


WW 


crime, with the motive that 3 in- 


duced me to undertake it. But 
alas! the dread 'of your. Grace' 8 
5 diſpleaſure, and the conſequences 
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of it, kept me from eaſing my 
heart of its intolerable burthen, 
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And now my pen trembles 


whilt 1 write that Lady Caroline 
F ſtill lives ; ſhe lives, an honour to 


you, an honour to your ſex! con- 


cealed by me under a fictitious f 


name, her noble birth ſhines out 
in obſcurity. How will your 
Grace rejoice, at finding undoubt- 
ed proofs of her being your 
daughter! At this thought, agleam 
of comfort breaks in on my be- 
nighted ſoul, and I. diſcern that 
your forgiveneſs, joined with my 
ſincere repentance, will obtain the 

| pardon | of my heavenly Fa- 

f ther. With this conſolation, I 


can now Proceed in 1 my 


l 


es 2 9 R ä 2 
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guilt from its firſt origin, as every 


minute circumftance, when 


weighed, will enforce the truth. : 
At the time your Grace firſt 


took me into your ſervice, my fa- 


ther had three other children, his 
income being then narrow, tho 


he lived within-its bounds, yet he 


often met with inconveniencies. 


This made beth himſelf and my 
mother. determine to place us in 
the world as ſoon as they could 


find proper opportunities. Taught 


by their examples and precepts, I | 
| received a good education at ſix- 


teen, and was often praiſed for my 


prudence, and accompliſhments, 
One day, my father returning 
from Lady; L— (his preſent pa- 
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196 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
ttoneſs) told me, that her Lady. 
ſhip would recommend me to 
ſerve your Grace if I approved it, 
1 aſſented, and ſoon prepared my- 
ſelf to attend her commands. She 
carried me to you; your Grace 
liked me, and I from that mo- 
ment waited on your perſon, con- 
1 tinually receiving marks of your 
favour; how I have abuſed that 
favour will ſoon appear. Your 
Grace diſcovered in me a taſte for 
dreſs, and ſeemed delighted with it, 


In ſhort, I grew vain, was giddy 


With applauſe, and admired the 


charms of grandeur. The negledt 
of thoſe worthy parents, whoſe 


chief pleaſure conſiſted in ſeeing 


their children humble and virtu- 


oh, : 


3. oo In 


my 


and Lady Caroline S 
ous, now followed. My father 


was born to affluence, but loſt it 
by unavoidable misfortunes. But 
the greateſt blow his heart ever 
received, was my marrying mean- 
E Iy; for, from among the number 
bol thoſe that flattered my vanity, I 

= choſe the moſt unworthy. —Your 
Grace till retained me in your 
ſervice. When with child, and 
near the time of my delivery, 1 
removed to lodgings, but by your 
Grace's defire returned to ſuckle 
Lady Caroline, Who was born ſix 
weeks after the birth of my own 
child, whom I chriſtened Eliza- 
beth. The air of London not 
agreeing with her Ladyſhip, I was | 
ordered to take both the children 5 
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198 The Hiſtories of Lady France: 
to one of the Duke's ſeats in Nor. 


folk. That air ſoon reſtored Lady 


Caroline to health, and from your 
Grace's foibles ſprung the deteſta - 
ble thought I then began to en- 
tertain. 
them 3 and, O madam, let your 


No longer can 1 fatter 


eyes no more deceive-your 1cnics,, 


a total neglect of them is the ſource. 


of my crimes ;, atuated by ambi- 
: tion I gave it full ſcope. | It repre- | 
ſented: to me the probability. of 
impoſing my child. on. you.;. ſuch 


a mother as yourſelf, who had 


05 never ſeen your own, but once 


from its birth, would not diſcern 
the changling. The advantages! 
ſhould gain by it muſt be great. 
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had an inexpreſſible fondneſs: for 
my daughter, I knew I ſhould be 
placed in the ſame houſe with her; 
I knew too that when the arrived 
at a proper age, I could confide 
the ſecret to her, which for her 
own ſake ſhe would inviolably 
keep: whilſt I ſhould, unperceived, 
ſhare in her grandeur and duty. 


3 The temptation was too great for 


1 muy reſiſtance. My father, who | 
had received a conſiderable addi- 


Y tion to his income, Lady 1 


= having preſented: him with a liv- 
= ing, andiimagined that I was inca- 
pable, thro' my late huſband's ex- 
travagancy, of maintaining a child; 

offered to take it from me. This 
; propoſal I eagerly caught, and 
5 4 immo 
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200 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
immediately ſent Lady Caroline 
to him, knowing he could not de- 
tect the impoſition. Providence 
has rewarded his care of that ex- 
cellent Lady; by her having ſweet- 
ened his dregs of life, which I by 
my folly had imbittered.—Your 
| Grace will recollect that on order- 
ing her Ladyſhip to be brought 
into your dreſfing-room, about ſix | 
weeks after her birth, _ Coun» | 
teſs of H=—; 3 D- 
| honourable Miſs . 
ladies of- diftinaion being then 
with you, deſiring to ſee her, were 
ſurprized at the pretty mark of a 
cherry on her neck. She had been 
in the room but a few moments 
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before fige cried, and your Grace, 
in 
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in a pettiſh manner, bid. me carry | 
away the ſqualler. By your Grace's 

ſcarce looking at her Ladyſhip, I 

was certain that her features had 
not made any impreſſion on your 
memory; ſo I gloried in the ſup- 


N poſed ſucceſs of my project, the 


ſecret locked. in my own boſom. L 


, then diſtegarded that ſearcher of 


hearts, whoſe piercing ay has 
often ſince made me tremble.- 
1 ſtaid at Courtly Place till . 
ſuppoſed Lady Caroline was one: 
year old. At our return, your Grace- 
did not expreſs the joy at ſeeing 
her, common to moſt mothers; 

and'on your looking for the mark 


which you remembered, Thad art ; 


enough to make you. believe i it was 


K $. worn 
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worn out. The real Lady Caro- 
line has it now on her neck; and 
ſo remarkable, that thoſe ladies 


baue mentioned, will witneſs it is 


the ſame that attracted their wo E 
tice. Such as your Grace was, in 
. bloom of youth and Maki, 
ſuch is her Ladyſhip; worthy of 
| the high ſtation to which ſhe was 
born, Receive her as your daugh- : 


ter calculated to make happy, and 


to be made ſo —All I have now to 
write of my own fad ſtory is, that 
in two years after my return my : 
child died. The forrow I could : 
| not prevent from appearing was 
taken notice of by the Duke, your 
Sh Grace, and all your domeſticks, | 


Fe and aſcribed to wy having had the 
care 
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care of Lady Caroline in her in- 


my hopes made me fall ſick, and 
thinking I was near death, I was 


on the point of diſcloſing my 
guilt; but never could prevail with- 
myſelf, till in the poſſeſſion of 


that king of terrors.—- Now I fear 
not your reſentment, yet implore 
your forgiveneſs, and that of my 
dear Lady Frances Worthley. Vour 
Grace too well knows the part I: 
have acted towards that excellent 
Lady; it was when I faw your 
Grace's treatment of the gentle 
ſufferer in ſending her from your 
houſe, that a ſincere repentance 
firſt entered my heart; it was then 
that I. reſolved to write what you 
e „% - 
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now. read; not only to reſtore 
Fady Caroline to your arms, but 
to endeavour to convince your 
Grace that, had you acted like a 
mother, you would never have 
loſt the one, nor driven the other 
from you. And O Madam, re- 
form thoſe errors in your conduct, 
and not rob yourſelf of your chil- 
dren, which are your real orna- 
ments, if you will ſuffer them to 
appear. My affection for your 
Grace has made me take this li- 
berty, which nothin g but that can 
excuſe; for it is death, and death 
only chat can make me forget your : 
too great kindneſs: for your un- 
worthy ſervant.— All I have now 
do beg is, that the innocent may 
e 1 


and Lady Caroline S. 20 * 
not ſuffer with the guilty. If you 
bring down the grey hairs of my 
father to the grave, you will dou- 
ble my crime, and be a ſharer in 
it. But- if you ſuffer Lady Caro- 
line till to look on him as the per- 

ſon who has given her. an educa- 
tion not unworthy her birth, your 

Grace will obtain pardon and bleſ- - 

5 ſing from that judge, before whom Y 
I ſhall appear; and to whom ap- 
peal for my father's innocence. 
Once more on my bended knees 
do I write, intreating forgiveneſs 
from your Grace, the Duke, and 
all thoſe J have injured. May hea- 
ven haye mercy on the poor ſoul, 
who ſo greatly needs it, prays 

your truly repentant ſervant, 

E— Dales. 
Lady 
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Lady r Fr rances Wartbley to Mes, 


Worthley. 


TY "ſpirits are again caln'd, 1 
have juſt left my dear Ca- 


5 1 who has been ſharing witk 
me the tranſports of the fondeſt 
parents. Her Grace felt the mo- 
ther in her boſom, long before 
the knew ſhe could beſtow that 
title on her. I too felt the power- 


ful pleadings of affection, with⸗ 


out knowing that it was my ſiſter 

who gave them birth. My mo- 
ther deſirous of trying if my fa- 
| ther, would confeſs any of thoſe 


pleaſing ſenſations that had riſen 


in herſelf, on her firſt beholding 
re the 1 Miſs Dalton, deter- 


mined 


and Lady Caroline . 20 
mined to have the knowledge of 
this important diſcovery. kept ſe- 
cret, till ſhe had for ſome mo- 
ments. obſerved the workings of 
his mind; and for that purpoſe. 
ſent to deſire he would favour us 
with his company. Though Lady 
Caroline had never before ſeen 
him, yet ſtruck with parental awe, 
the could ſcarcely contain her 
| emotion, whilſt his countenance 
ſhewed all the parent. Having 


1 paid her his compliments, he took 


an oppoſite chair, turning his looks 
 alternately'on my mother and his 
charming daughter, ſeeming to 
ſtruggle with his curiofity, When 
riſing from his ſeat, he aſked the 
| men the name of * Nn 
8 Laar 


=, 
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Lady her. viſitor ; for, ſaid he, 
never did I ſee ſo near a reſem- 


hel TH Caroline, 


blance as ſhe bears to yourſelf. My 
dear Lord, replied my mother, 1 
can no longer 'keeps you in ſuſ- 


pence; read this letter, the peni- 
tent writer in her laſt moments 
confirmed. its- truth, by the moſt 


ſolemn act of teligion,—Lad y Ca- 
roline threw: herſelf at his feet, 
while his impatient eye glanced | 
over the lines, till: he came to that 


where her name was firſt men- 
tioned; when, agitated with joy, he 
_ preſſed; her to his boſom, crying 
out ſhe is, ſhe is my child! My 


mother and he, by turns, folded 
- their arms about her; nor was I 
ane by them, rheir dear 


Caroline, and their dear Fanny 
being the pleaſing ſounds that vi- 
brated on our ears, My ſiſter, in 
2 manner, full of humility and 
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gratitude, deſired permiſlic ion to 
introduce to their notice Mr. Ne- 
viſon, whom ſhe had regarded as 
her parent, from whom ſhe hat 
received every neceſſary of life; _ 
and an education that had made 
that life pleaſing to her. My fa- 
ther, who is no ſtranger to my cha- 
racter, having received moſt 
| worthy one of Lady L. — fiid;, 
he would go himſelf Ang Arne 
him to us; and in an inſtant re- 
turned, leading in the good old 
man.—As ſoon as the ſaw him, O 
my faber, ſaid ſhe, running to 
him, 
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him, and laying: her head on his 
boſom, my— my— preſerver,— 
receive your bleſt—Here Mr, 
Neviſon gave a great ſcream, and 
cried out help! help! O my child, 
my child — for ſhe had fainted in 
Bis arms, her tender frame not de- 
ing able to fupport ſo many affect- 
ing ſcenes. His fortitude ſeemed 
to have forſaken him: to ſee him 
4 kneeling by her, as we were all 
trying to reſtore her, his reverend Ml 
cheek laid cloſe to hers, and both 
wet with his tears; to ſee him 
rend his filver locks, and pray to 
God with: uplifted hands, that he 
might not ſurvive their only com- 
fort; would have moved a ſtoic 
to. ma a and changed his 
bandened 
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hardened nature. Think then how 
melting muſt be the ſight where 
cach perſon would gladly have 
given their own to have preſerved 
ber life! When it was again re- 
L ſored her, he would have made 
KB ſome apology for the. extravagan» 

: © * had thews 1 in the * 
1 they would net ſuffer | 8 22 
any. Every one having welcomed 
ber back to life with the tendereſt 
4 careſſes, ſhe took Mr. Neviſon by 
= the hand, and preſented him to 
chem. My deareſt parents, ſaid 
me, -prefling. it to her lips, wall: 
you not always permit me to love, 
to honour, to reverence this g 
ald mand Lou know not * 
large 


1 
| 
| 
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large is the heart of your Caroline, 


allow then a little ſhare of it to 
bim who has formed it, hope, not 
unworthy your tender favours, 

| You' my fiſter muſt help to love | 
hir for ule—-80 we will all, fit 


my father. So we all will, faid 


my mother. And to ſhew the 
dear creature I already did, I took. 
his other hand and kifſed it,— 
Now my. dear Mrs. Worthley, is 8 
| the excellent Mr. Neviſon never 7 
more to leave his daughter, my 
father and mother having prevail- 
ed on him to ſpend the remainder 


of his days with her. At firſt he 


faid,; that looking on retirement 
and contemplation, as proper ob- 
1 n to DRE 3: an old man, who 


could 


= fo bright an example of virtue to 


and Lady Caroline 2 13 
could not expect to have his time 
lengthened out to a much longer 
date; he muſt beg their excuſes 
if he declined ſo great an honour: 
But would, once or twice a year, 
ſhould his health permit, renew 
his perſonal acknowledgments.— 
His Grace replied, that if he con- 
ſented to oblige him, his private 
hours ſhould never be intruded on; 
beſides, continued he, tell him, 
| my Caroline, we want among us 


reform ſome of our 'reigning vices. 
In ſhort, he could no longer re- 

ſiſt our joint ſolicitations. His 
gratitude overflowed in language 


graceful as the famous Roman ora- , 


dag praiſing my father's bene- 
ficent 
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ficent. diſpoſition, in terms far 


virtue applicable to thoſe: who ne. 
ver poſſeſſed it; and are obliged to 


the moutł of a mean flatterer, or 
the pen of an hireling for the ſha- 
dow of it. Mrs. Dalton's name 


is never mentioned in the family, 
a8 the doing it would be an inſult i 
on her worthy father. It gives 

me great pleaſure to find that the 


poor creature, after all her ſtrug · 
gles, made the end of a good 


chriſtian, dying in ſeeming peace 


with her conſcience, her laſt mo- 


ments being all ferenity.—My fa- 


Ws ther, mother, and ſiſter, write to 
| muſt again repeat that there is but 


| One | 


an Lady C aroline S—, 21 5 
one addition wanting, to compleat 
the felicity of your happy, thrice 
happy daughter, 


| Frances Wort: 


Miſs Hamilton. to - Miſs Went- 
worth, | 


ALL on the N fol town, 
Lord Ormſby ſcarcely al- 
oF me time to ſend the encloſed 
letters, which will unfold to you 
the reaſon of his impatience. Yet 
let him fay what he will, that it 
is cruel, barbarous, to detain them 
from ſetting out; I muſt tell Har- 
riot how extremely your Lordſhip | 
has been tones 5 
morning, 
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5s uring to congratulate the Duke and 
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morning when the pacquet arriy- 
ed, every body's joy was too great 
for them to obſerve, that Lord 
Ormſby and my brother were not 
of our party; Lady Lucy was the 
firſt that recollected it, and whiſ- 
pered me it would be a pleaſing 
diſcovery for her brother; but he 
mult not, added ſhe, be made ac- 
quainted with it, before people 
that do not know Miſs Dalton, as as 
his joy will, I fear, make him be- 
43 tray the ſecret. Lord Henry re- 


Dutcheſs, Mrs. Worthley, Lady 
Frances, we ſaid we would goin 

: 2 of our brothers —Will you | 
believe it? Lady Lucy intended 
to b e cruel, and begged my 
a nllſtance. 


and Lady Caroline S—. 2 17 
aſſiſtance. 4 told her. mine muſt 


and 


Vor. III. ve = 


be an eaſy part to act. It was only, 
| ſhe replied, to convert a face 
which had till impreſſed on it the 
| higheſt marks of pleaſure, to one 
all ſad. On our entering the wood 
I mentioned i in a former letter, we 
dw the gentlemen at the head of 
one of the walks; as ſoon as they 
perceived us, they quickened their 
ſteps, while we moved ſlowly on; 
not unmindful now and then to E 
apply handkerchiefs to our eyes; 
| which as ſoon as they diſcovered, 
Good God, ſiſter! faid one; Good 
God! dear Lady Lucy, faid the 
other, what is the meaning of all 
this? As for me, I might that 
moment have cried r my eyes out, 
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and not the leaſt notice taken of 


ttz ſo, in my turn, was determined 
to have a little revenge. While her 
Ladyſhip ſeemingly ſtood like Vi. 


een As 6. ” So 2 1 8 
rr 


OTE 8 
* * * 
r 
FRA 


obe all tears, J informed them in | 
the tendereſt manner, that Mig 
Dalton was fo more. Lord Orms-+ E 
by was frightened to as great a de- f 
gree, as Macbeth when he beheld A 
the ſpirit of Banquo. Ol for ever K 
miſerable Ormſby, he exclaimed, ; 
nor ſhould J have known he had . 
been animated, had not his eyes li 
been frequently caſt towards hea- 9 
ven, praying, I make no doubt, to Fi 
be taken to that place where he it 
ae his ſaint was juſt entered, % 
-Sir William from Lady Lucy pr 

went to comfort Lord Ormivy, WF ha 


bu 


2 


= 


we 
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but it had not the effect on his 


real grief, as on his fiſter's imagi- 
nary. Our farce ending, the cur- 


tain dropped from her eyes, and 
= inſtead of the afflicted, diſcovered 
S the laughing Lady Lucy. —How 
apt are we to entertain the gloomy 
rather than the chearful: I no i 
ſooner ſaid that Miſs Dalton was 
no more, than Lord Ormſby, with- 

| out a queſtion, | believed! it; but be- 
ing told ſne lived in Lady Caro- 

3 line, he would not for a long while 
W give it credit; when he did, in the 
= words of Deſdemona, he thought 
it ſtrange! twas paſſing ſtrange! 
'twas wonderful! Further I cannot 


proceed; for to ſay he wiſhed he 


had not heard it, would be a con- 
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tradiction to nature. —Bleſs me, 


my Lord, how impatient you are, 
[ have but three lines to write. — 
Here has his Lordſhip been calling 
at my window ever ſince I firſt 
fat down to write. So I ſhall only 
add, that Lord Henry and Mrs, 
Worthley aſſent to our return, as 
they think Lady Lucy is uneaſy 
on account of the Earl's being 
alone. Lord Henry accompanies 
us to welcome his new niece. 80 
we ſhall have all theſe good people 
with us, except Mrs. Worthley, 
| who cannot be prevailed on to 
leave retirement; yet I hope the 
joint petitions of Lord Henry and 
Lady Frances will not long ſuf- 


fer her to remain in it. —Some- 
1 bo ay 
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body is coming up ſtairs; O! it 


it is Lady Lucy; ſhe tells me her 
brother is quite outrageous, Well, 


my Lord, I'll not keep your pa- 
 tience longer on the torture, after 
Tt have told my Harriot that Lady 
Lucy, at the earneſt entreaties of 
L my brother, has conſented to be 
3 his, when Lady Caroline can be 

k prevailed on by Lord Ormsby to 

4 make him happy. May you al- . 
ways enjoy the felicity which this 
5 aſſurance has beſtowed on your 


Juliet Hamilton, 


Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Went- 


worth. 


— HO returned to town three 
days, I have not been able 
to : collect my thoughts ſufficiently 


to ſend you the many tranſaQtions 
that have happened 1 in that ſhort 
ſpace. Even now, before I give 
you any particulars, 1 muſt tel 
you in general, that an univerſ 
I Joy is ſpread over every counte- 
Y nance, proceeding from the ſame 
cauſe. The Earl's youth ſeems re- 
newed; he dreſſes and powder: 


like a beau; nay, vows on a cet- 


tain occaſion, to ſhew the world 


- he has not 1g his dancing; and 
has 
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Nt 


1a 
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has already engaged me . his 


= partner. —Lord Ormsby, no more 


the whining, pining diſappointed 
lover, carries the certificate of his 
happineſs in his face; and I don't 
believe he has been ſerious two mi- 


nutes together, ſince it was aſcer- 
W tained to him. Again he dreſſes 


gaily, walks with his arms in pro- 


| ; per poſition, can ſit in a room 
W three or four hours, and not lull 
Hou aſleep with his ſighs. Had you 


aſked him but a week ſince for a 


ſong, he had forgot his ſinging; 
but now make the ſame requeſt, 
and he will give you a dozen fol- 
; | lowing. In ſhort Lord Ocmsby is 
the reverſe of what Lord C Ormsby 


Was, This 1 own is like opening 
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the laſt page of a book, when one 
wants to ſee how the ſtory ends, 
But again, J fay, that recollecting 


all thoſe changes and chances, 


will naturally bring to my mind the 
occaſion of them, and help me to 
hand down every particular, 
which I need not defire you to 
communicate to my aunt Charlotte, 


and her good man.— Two chaiſes, 


with ſix horſes in each, took us 
up at Audley Caſtle; into the firſt 


| | ſtepped. Lady Lucy and Lord 


Henry; into the ſecond Lord 
Ormsby and your Juliet, attended 
by my brother on horſeback; we 
had a pleaſant expeditious journey, 
and Lord Ormsby, conſidering all 
: things, was a tolerable companion 
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Being ſet down at the Farl's about 
ſeven in the evening, Lord Henry 
immediately proceeded . to the 
Duke's, impatient to ſee his new- 
found neice, of whom Lady Lucy 
had been giving the character ſne 
deſerves, revealing the whole af. 
fair to his Lordſhip, as a perſon ; 


= whoſe advice and intereſt would be 


bo infinite ſervice: to her. brother. 
And he had with great pleaſure 
undertook to conduct it, in caſe 
Lady Caroline had no objection. 
This was joyful news for Lord 
© Ocmsby; ten thouſand times did 
be thank his ſiſter for her repeated 
W coodneſs to him; and as often for 
the judgment and diſcretion with 
which ſhe had managed every 
e 
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thing that concerned his peace, 
He propoſed himſelf diſcovering 
all to his father, not doubting of 
a pardon, and ready acquieſcence 
with his inclinations. —That even- 
ing the Earl and Lady Lucy were 
together in his cloſet near an hour, 
in which time ſhe read to him her 
' brother's confeſſion, as ſhe calls it, 
Which ſo delighted him, that he 
ſhed tears of; joy; firſt, for his hav- 
ing ſo happily conquered his faulty 
morals; ſecondly, that he had ſo 
fortunately fixed his affections. 
The old gentleman coming to us, 
| ſhook him by the hand, and ſwore 
(for the Earl, my dear, will ſwear 
ſometimes) that he deſerved the 
| fineſt woman in the world; and 
£ . * 
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that he would go himſelf. to the 
Duke, in order to obtain Lady 
Caroline for him. His Lordſhip 
I | acknowledged the greatneſs of the 
E favour, but begged: that he might 
firſt try, whether he had been ſo 
unhappy as to have loſt the lady's 
affection by his former conduct. 
1 Which requeſt was readily aſſented 
= to; and thus far did we proceed 
| the firſt evening of our arrival. 

Lord Ormsby was fo elate with 
theſe hopes, that he would not 
let us retire till late. Again, mak- 
ing Lady Lucy renew the pro- 
miſe ſhe had given my brother 
8 before we left Audley Caſtle, and 
we all parted ; every kind heart 5 
| ſharing each others pleaſure. — 
L 6 1205 b 
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Lady Lucy was with me early in 
the morning, called me her floth- N 
ful Juliet, bidding me get up in- 
ſtantly, for that Lady Frances 
would be with us in an hour; but 
| what aſtoniſhes me, ſaid ſhe, is, 
that Lady Caroline is not included 
in the meſſage. This too I thought 
very unaccountable, knowing the 
obligations ſhe had received from 
her Ladyſhip when Miſs Dalton. 
She ſeated herſelf by me as 1 
dreſſed; and we were ſtill talking 
of her Ladyſhip when the door 
opened, and Lady Frances, ſprightly 
as the morning, welcomed us to 
town. We both enquired after 
Lady Caroline's health, and were 


anſwered, ſhe would certainly have 
1 i Waited 


2 bs 
3 
7 
3 
=_ 
xx 
3 
7 * 
cx : 
1 
= x 
13 
23 
=: 
—= 
1 
x 
= 
by > ö 
1 
1 
= 
i 
_ - 
= 
= 
== . 
55 > £4 
= 
— 
1 2 1 
1 
__ 
_ 
—= 
x 
3 * 
war 
by 
* wo 
„ 
= 
== 
3 
3 
by 
= 
_ N 
_ 
=_ 
1 
= 
4 a T4 : 
2 * 
1 
1 
ay 2 0 
: N 
1 
= 
Z 
_ 
= 
3 
1 
kb. 
_— 
1 
A 3 
43 2 4 
_ = 
" 
— 
_ 
7 3 
_ 
_ 
5 % 
BY 
= 
= 
_ 
_ 
_ £ 
= 
_- 5M 
_"——_ 
* 
E 
= 
"i 
3 
. 
1 
a {Ys + 
"4 i 
3 
3 
= 
_ 
= 
1 
: 73 
We: 
BM 1 
= 
_ 
BR. - 
„ 
be 
J 
{ 


e eee . 229 


waited on us, had ſhe ever had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing us. Lady Lucy 


looked ſurprized, ſo did I, I be- 


lieve; but though, ſaid ſhe, Lady 
Caroline cannot boaſt that happi- 

neſs, I have brought with me one, 

who prides herſelf in both your 
friendſhips; when ſtepping to the 
door, ſne led in the blooming 
beauty : and Lady Caroline was 


the only, perſon 1 had ever ſeen, 


that could ſurpaſs Miſs Dalton. 
| You cannot imagine any thing 
E half ſo tender as this interview; 
= the heart of the former was, if 
= poſlible, more grateful then when 
it belonged to the latter. Lady 
= Frances knowing the whole affair, 
1 both from her ſiſter and Lord 


Heary, 


— — 


— — — 
— per I q 
RT ——̃ — 
— — 5 — _mD — 
— ance 1 ͤͤ ͤ ͤ K 
— — 
: 


— 


— — — —ͤ— 
— — * — > 
— 
— — 
- — "ww 2 8 — 
— — — — by & - 
—— — 2 3 — — 
0 — — — — _ 


230 The Hiftordes of Lady Frances 
Henry, the latter of which told 
her how miſerable muſt be Lord 
Ormſby, if Lady Caroline refuſed 
to reinſtate him in her affections, 
began the ſubject, by aſking for 
his Lordſhip. Indeed, faid Lady 
Lucy, I hardly know how to 
name him before Lady Caroline, 
though Miſs Dalton ſometimes in- 
dulged me in that liberty. — The 
ſweet creature looked confuſed, 
but it was a pleaſed and a pleaſing 
confuſion.— Well, my dear, re- 
turned Lady Frances, 1 find you 
doc not yet perfectly know my 
ſiſter; T think the ſound will, and 
ought always to be welcome to her, 
Dear Lady Lucy, ſaid her Lady- 


bn (Kill bluſhing) do not ima- 
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and Lady Caroline —. 2 31 
gine me ungrateful ; if 1 know 


myſelf, I never can deſerve ſo 
black an appellation, —Matchleſs 

generoſity, ſaid ſhe, am I per- 
mitted to mention the man once 
dear to you? and who, I now 
pride myſelf in ſaying, never de- 
ſerved that honour half ſo much 
= as he does at preſent. Indeed, my 
= deareſt Caroline, ſaid Lady Fran- 

1 ces, I am ſo poor, that you muſt. 
conſent to return ſome of thoſe 


obligations, which, without your 


3 aſſiſtance, I cannot pay the leaſt 
part of: I mean not, my dear, 
the beſtowing yourſelf and fortune 
on Lord Ormsby, becauſe it is 


what his birth and merit intitles 


| him to ret, the manner of be- 
> Rowing 
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ſtowing them, is only left us to 
1 expreſs a ſenſe of thoſe favours 
ve can never cancel, being of no 
leſs a nature than both our preſer- 
vation in diſtreſs.— Lady Caroline 
could no longer withſtand it, and 
throwing her arms about Lady 
Lucy's neck, J am all your own; 
my amiable friend, ſhe cried, I 
gave you my heart when you laſt 
| bleſſed me with your preſence at 
R- 
as you pleaſe, command i it where 
you pleaſe, and you ſhall ever find 


It is ſtill yours, do with it I 


it an obedient one. My delighted 


Lucy returned hercarefles,thanking 
her for the power with which ſhe 

was inveſted; ſaying, thatbeforeſhe 
would ems: it up, ſhe muſt firſt 
convince 


and Lady Caroline S- 


convince her it would be to the 


fincereſt convert innocence and 
beauty ever made. Then going to 


= her cloſet, brought to her Lord 
E Ormsby's letter to my brother; 


that from the vile woman, toge- 
= therwith the pacquet. She receiv- 
ed them, but ſaid with a ſweet 
4 frankneſs, it was becauſe Lady 
| Lucy defired it, being convinced 
ſhe would never refign her heart 
to one who would treat it un- 
kindly, We would have detained 
| them at breakfaſt, but could not 


prevail, being obliged, they ſaid, 
to return, not having paid their 


b duty that morning to the fondeſt 
parents, and an uncle who de- 
manded their” moſt affeRionate 
attendance. 
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234 The Hi Hifori es of Lady Frances 
attendance. And away went the 
angels, we firſt promiſing to ſpend 5 
the afternoon with them at the 
Duke's. Juſt as they were gone, 
we met Lord Ormsby coming 
from his apartment. You ſeem 
fleepy, brother, ſaid Lady Lucy, 
—Why, yes my dear, theſe un- 
certainties, yawning as he ſpoke, 
are like a doſe of laudanum ; they 


muſt either ſtupify the ſenſes, or | . 


_ diſtract the head.— If J had ſucha 
lover as your Lordſhip, replied], 
in my canſcience 1 ſhould: drench | 
you with a large potion, that I 
might not be troubled with your 
complainings: ; but what would you 
ſay ſhould we have found an an- 
 tidote that will diſpel all its effects? 
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It is plain he took this for nothing 
more than raillery, and without 

enquiring what I meant, anſwer- 
ed us in our own ſtile. But when 
Lady Lucy told him what had 
paſſed, and that he had permiſſi- 
on to renew his addreſſes to Lady 
Caroline, he was abſolutely fran- 
tic; he caught his ſiſter in his 
arms, called together half a ſcore 
ſervants, ſent one to my brother's 
lodgings, with orders not to re- 
turn without him; another to his 


Fvaalet to attend him to dreſs, that 


he might go inſtantly to the Dake's, 
and fo on till he had diſpatched | 
them all, finding different employ- 
ment for every one of them. We 
would have had him defer his vi- 


2 
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| fit to Lady Caroline till the after- 
noon, but could not be heard; 
pet, ſaid he, I think it will be 
proper for my father firſt to wait 
. on the Duke; and without ſtay- 


old Earl from his bed, who ſee- 
ing his ſon's impatience, only 15 
drank a a diſh of chocolate, and hav- 
ing ſent a meſſage to the Duke of 
his ſon's intentions, Lord Orms- 
5 by almoſt lifted him into his chair; 
nay, rather than he ſhould not 
have gone, would, T warrant, like 
Zneas, have borne his aged fa- 
ther on his ſhoulders. The whole 
time the Earl was wanting, his 
| * was employed! in drefſ- 


ing to hear our anſwer, he ran to 
his chamber, and called the poor 


— ud 


” ing, 


90) WEI nA Ar, 
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ing, and that to ſome purpoſe. 
His cloaths were of a garnet co- 


| lour, the coat richly laced with a 
gold point d' eſpagne, the waiſt- 
coat entirely covered with a net o 


gold thread. His ruffles Bruſſels 


point. His hair full dreſſed and 
powdered. Upon my word kk - 
looked quite killingly. Had not 
= Lady Caroline before reſtored him 
to her affections, I think ſhe would 5 
not now have been able to refuſe 
J | them to him. In about an hour 
we Earl returned, highly pleaſed 
3 : with his ſon's choice, and the 
3 Duke's genteel behaviour. The 
moment the former was at liberty 
do purſue his inclinations, he ſtep- 

| | pedinto a chair, and as faſt as the 


men 
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2 38 The Hi ories of Lady Frances 
men could run, or rather fly with 
him, was carried from our ſight. 


his reception from this noble- 
minded woman, or his unſpeak- 


you, that in a month from this 
day, I ſhall be the happieſt crea- 
ture breathing in a ſiſter. Nor will 
my aunt be leſs ſo in a niece, | you 
in a couſin, but more of this at 
another ſeaſon. ” 


for Lady Frances and Lady Caro- 
line, to be preſented in to his ma- 


had that honour; the one through 


—And now I think to repeat 


able joy on the occaſion, will be 
needleſs; beſides, I want to tell 


very rich cloaths are preparing 


jeſty, neither of which have yet 


oo 
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her former confinement, the n 
that ſhe has not long been in a ſta 
tion to receive it. 


I now begin to love the Dut- 
cheſs, fince ſhe has buried her 
vanity, from the aſhes of which is 
ſprung a fincere affection, and ten- 
der fondneſs for her children: they 
might, I think, be ſaid to have 
gained a mother, when they loſt 
a rival. I incloſe the copy of a let- 
ter from the Dutcheſs to Mrs, 
Worthley, given me by Lady 
Frances, that I might be a judge, 
| ſhe ſaid, of her preſent happineſs: 
methinks I long to ſee her next to 
the dear aunt and couſins of their 
Þ grateful and affectionate 


Juliet Hamilton. Ts 
The 
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men could run, or rather fly with 
EY 1. was carried from our ſight. 
And now I think to repeat 
=: thi reception from this noble- 
minded woman, or his unſpeak- 
able joy on the occaſion, will be 
needleſs; beſides, I want to tell 
you, that in a month from this 
day, I ſhall be the happieſt crea- 
ture breathing 1 in a ſiſter. Nor will 
my aunt beleſs ſo i in a niece, you 
in a couſin, but more of this at 
. another ſeaſon. I 
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5 Very rich cloaths are > preparing 
for Lady Frances and Lady Caro- 
line, to be preſented in to his ma- 

jeſty, neither of which have yet 


| had that honour; thec one through 
7 her 
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her former confinement, the other 


that ſhe has not long been in a ſta- 
tion to receive . 


e 
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I now begin to love the Dut- 
cheſs, ſince ſhe has buried her 
vanity, from the aſhes of which is 
& {prunga ſincere affection, and ten- 
oder fondneſs for her children: they 

might, I think, be ſaid to have 
gained a mother, when they loſt 

a rival, I incloſe the copy of a let- 
ter from the Dutcheſs to Mrs. 
* Worthley, - given me by Lady 
Frances, that I might be a judge, 

| the (aid, of her preſent happineſs: 
methinks I long to ſee her next to 
dhe dear aunt and couſins of their 
1 grateful and affoctionate — 


Juliet] Hamilton, : 
„ 


r 


240 The CO of Lady France: 


85 The Dutcheſs of — to Mrs, 


Worthley, 
Madam . 


if Am angry. with myſelf for not | 


requeſting your preſence with 


my good . brother. N The violent, 5 
yet pleaſing attack my ſpirits had 
| Juſt undergone in the reſtoration 
of a long loſt child, made me at 
that inſtant forget there was a per- 
| ſon to whom I ſhould have made 
known my happineſs, hers being 
no / connected with it. Indeed 
my Fanny and your own, the 
| deareſt, moſt dutiful of children, | 
has, by ſpeaking of a mother who | 


merited that title, when I neg · 
H nr. lee 


: — 
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lected to be grateful for it, raiſed 
my hopes and expectations of ſee- 
ing her to ſo great a height, that 
I think I could not now bear a 
diſappointment of them. Let not 
any conſideration detain you from 
me, moſt. worthy dear woman. 
I bluſh to ſay I am entered my 
a new road; and my reaſon tells 
me I want the friendly hand 
0 her who has never ſtrayed 
from i it to conduct me through. Ie. 
is here I hope once more to meet 
| thoſe real ſatisfactions I have ſo 
ungratefully diſregarded. But then, 
indeed, vanity, who guided my 
every ſtep, repreſented them to 
my clouded eyes as his enemies; 
and having baniſhed them my 
i  -M | breaſt, 


—— — 
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242 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
breaſt, filled their places with per- 
nicious poiſon. I ſtill want a guard 
to place at the door of my heart, 
to prevent that deceiver of the 
ſenſes from again entering. Fly 
then, I conjure you, excellent Mrs, 
Morthley, and let your example 
be that reſiſtleſs guard. Keep out 
every former thought, for none 
have I yet entertained that muſt 
be again admitted. Encourage by 
your mild converſation every vir- 
tue that would enter, till by your | 
aſſiſtance I have attained the true 
eſſential ornaments of a woman.— 
My dear children will not let me 
write more for fear it would injure 
me. O their tender affection! how 


— 
— . 2s 


f have I deſerved it? Mothinks I am 
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but juſt recovered from a long 
ſleep. Permit me to ſend my cha- 
riot for you, and pray name an 
oF day when you will oblige 

I can introduce to you a ve- 
cds old man, to whom I am 


j | indebted. for more than life, my 


= Caroline's ſecond father. When 1 
| ſee together the three generous and 
tender preſervers of my children 
then will be perfectly bleſſed their 
once faulty, but now repentant, 
mother; and dear Madam, 


your much obliged, 


| and affectionate ſervant, 


Miß 
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Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Went- 


worth. 


Afi if hs repentance of the Dut- 
cheſs was to be! attended 
with proportionable rewards, hea- 
ven ſhowers its particular marks of 
Ts, favour on that family. My letter of - 
yeſterday was but j alt cloſed, when 
| an officer arrived from —with 7 
_ diſpatches from Lord M— 
who commanded on the * : 


tion, with accounts of a compleat 
victory, in which Col. Worthley 
bore the largeſt ſhare of praiſe, 
both for courage and conduct. I 
make no doubt but the hopes of 
being well received by the Duke 
. 


1 
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and Dutcheſs, has helped to puſh 
him on thus to diſtinguiſh h1m- 
ſelf. Little does he ſuſpect that 

this work is already done; but theſe 

great and new inſtances of his 
worth will certainly procure him 
a double welcome. I find he is 
expected ſoon; n he writes Lady 
Frances that he ſhall be in Ireland 


W before the news of the victory 


= could reach England. In a fhort 
= time after he propoſes ſeeing her at 
= Audley Caſtle, not having heard 
of the reconciliation. There were 
other letters to Lord Henry and 
Mrs. Worthley, which were diſ- 
patched immediately to her; after 
which, the Puke and his Lordſhip 
went to congratulate his majelty 
M ” 
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on this new conqueſt, thought to 


be of the utmoſt importance to the 


nation. He expreſſed his appro- 
bation of Mr, Worthley's gallant 
| behaviour, and has ordered him 
home to be preſented with a regi- 
ment in the guards. Lord Heary, 
whoſe ſatisfaction can only be 
_ equalled by the perſon Rill dearer | 
to the young hero, could not be 
reſtrained from ſetting out for 
Audley the inſtant he left the pre- 
ſence, and I dare ſay reached it 
nearly as ſoon as the meſſenger 
ſent forward with his letters. Both 
Mrs, Worthley and himſelf are 
expected at the Duke's this even- 
ing.! often regret the early fate 
of the 2 Lady 8 for 
5 5 n 


and Lady Caroline . 247 
what muſt be his Lordſhip! s af- 
fection, that he not only refuſes 
any other woman the ſame place 
in it, though what almoſt the firſt 
in the kingdom has ſince aſpired 
to, but makes it his greateſt plea- 
fare in giving joy to thoſe ſhe 
moſt loved; of which had not his 


1x actions already afforded ſufficient 


: teſtimony, his haſte in going down 
to Mrs. Worthley would have 
been a convincing one. The king, 
who frequently converſes with the 

| Duke and Lord Henry in a fami- 

lar manner, aſked the former 

ſome queſtions about Lady Caro- 
line's concealment, and expreſſed 


3 deſire of | ſeeing ſo extraordinary 


a perſon as ſhe had been repre- 
M 5 
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tented to him. So the next draw- 
ing- room both the ladies are to 
make their appearance; and have 
I'll aſſure you, prevailed on me 1 
to be introduced at the ſame time. 


Lady Lucy, who has before 
had that honour, will be of our 
party. The king's indiſpoſition, 


ſoon after J came to town, bas 


prevented me till now; and upon 
my word | have no little dread on 
the occaſion, In my opinion it re- 
quires a deal of reſolution, and a 
politeneſs that Iknow myſelf not 
to be miſtreſs of; for as J have of- 
ten heard you, my dear, obſerve, 
politeneſs does not conſiſt altoge- 
ther in words, but rather is more 
BS =} 
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to be expreſſed in the air and 
movement. On the whole, Har- 
riot, I fear I ſhall be a very auk- _ 
I f ward figure. As to Lady Caroline, 
, though, like myſelf, bred in the 
3 country 3 heaven, who knew the 
1 high ſtation the was born to fill, 
has given her a ſoul that ſpeaks i in 
her very form; ſhe will not look 


= like one who ha neyer before ſeen 


a court, but rather as one who 
| a never left it. — Well, for my 

| own ſake, I wiſh this affair over. 

Lady Lucy inſiſts on my wearing 
many of her jewels added to my 

own, ſo to be ſure I ſhall make a 
ſparkling appearance. Believe me, 
{1 would haveirefuſed them, being 
E conſcious, ſuch as your Juliet ought | 
e to 


LE” —— „ 
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to wear nothing to attract notice; 


for then will not my deficiencies 


be the more expoſed. But in this 
I could not be heard—T have al- 

ready purchaſed a white and fil- 
ver againſt an approaching happy 

event, and ſhall make that ſerve 
me on both occaſions. 


Welcome, my PO Lucy, ſee 
how ſtrangely J have been run- 


ning on to my Harriot. I muſt | 
break off here; herLadyſhip comes 
to tell me that an information waits 


us from the Duke 8, to: ſee Mrs, 


Worthley who is juſt arrived. 0 
fie! Lady Lucy ſhe pretends to 
tell me that ſhe writes you almoſt 


as often as myſelf, I know her de. 
* 
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ſigns, and will allow you to love 


her as well, but no body better 


than your 


a Juliet Hamilton. 


Pe. 8. I return juſt in ſeaſon to 


incloſe the copy of Lord Henry's 


letter to Col. Worthley, and to tell 
you that J have heard ſince I have 
deen out, of Lady Frances's for- 
wer plague, Lord Milford's being 
= married to the Counteſs Dowager 
of — treble his own age, but 


immenſely rich, and not chooſ- 


ing his young bride ſhould. make 
her firſt appearance in England, 1 
he has carried her out of it, till 


people's wonder at this prepoſte- 
Tous match is a little blown over. 


N Lord 
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Tn 


Lord Henry to Col. Worthley, 


Wu my young! Martins 


have you ſought fame on 


eagles wings. Bringing the news 
of the late glorious victory has not 
forgot to point yon out eminently 
conſpicudus. I ſaw my young ſo- Wi 
dier, dreadful in the ranks, leading \ 
on his brave companions to redou- 
bled charges, though often re- 
pulſed by treble heir numbers, 
yet ſuperior valour drove them into 
confuſion. I ſaw you puſhing on 
to victory, and heard the ſhouts 
of ſucceſs. Aſcertained of it, | 
then beheld you exerciſing thoſe 
5 acts of * your heart de- 


_ ght 


= 
=_— 


_ 


* 


1 
= 
__——_ 
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lights in; and I congratulate my 
dear Charles, that his majeſty, 
who rewards merit in his ſubjects 
from the patrician to the plebeian, 


has decreed for you thoſe honours = 


which are your due; and are too 
of ineſtimable value, as they are 
_ beſtowed on you-by the prince and 


father of his country. Come then, 


| I my dear Worthley, certain to be 
joytully received by my brother, 
now made ſenſible of your merit ; 
come to the arms of your indul- 
gent mother, who glories in her 


fon ; receive in my dear Fanny, 


- your excellent wife, all the ſatis- 
faction that affection, duty, and 


every art of pleaſing can beſtow. 


1 Vour liſter too, the amiable Ca- 


roline, 5 
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roline, that new found bleſſing, 
ſhall thank you for the honour you 
have done us. And I will pray 
heaven that the virtues I have been 
enumerating may arreſt inflexible | 
death, till the hand of ftealing 
time, moving on old age, moulders 
down the walls of his priſon. 
Haſte then to compleat the happi- 
neſs of all your friends, among 


which number is "Owe affec· ; 


f tionate 


q ftanding his viſible humility, had 
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Miſs Hamilton to Miſs Went 


Fo worth. 


Co now, my dear, are all my fears 
Ws over, and I have had the ho- 
nour of being ſaluted by his ma- 
: jeſty. J loft fight of them as I 
fixed it on him, in whoſe face is 
| ſuch affability and ſweetneſs, that 
- whilſt many of his attendants by 
their looks ſeemed to command 
reſpect, he courted it with ſmiles 
of condeſcenſion; yet, notwith- 


he no other mark of royalty about 


bim than his own native dignity, 


and had he not been pointed to 
me for what he was, I think I 
0 ſhould, 15 


ſhould, without much penetration, 


have diſcovered the kingly power 


in his countenance. Being all 
dreſſed, Lady Lucy in a blue, my- 
ſelf in a white and blyer, we were 
| followed to the Duke's $ by the Earl, 


Lord Ormsby, and my brother. 


Neither of the Ladies having left 


their apartments when our chairs | 


tat us down, the Dutcheſs and 


Mrs. Worthley with them, We 
were, at our OWn requeſt, ſheun 
to Lady Frances's: drefling-room ; 

for I aſſure you, my dear, there 
is no other ceremony uſed in thoſe = 


houſes, than what is thought ne- 


ceſſary even at Aſhley.— Lou can- 
not imagine my ſecret delight, to 
ſee her Grace filently admire every 
__ 
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beauty of her once rival daughter, 
with as much pleaſure as I believe 
Mr. Wortbley himſelf could have 
E Gone had he been preſent. She 
appeared fo lovely altogether, that 
l did not immediately examine the 
Z particulars of her dreſs, which 
Vas rich and elegant. The ground 
3 of her cloaths was filver tiffue, and 
over that a net of gold, on which 
Vas emboſſed a fine pattern; her 
other ornaments, or rather what 
ſhe ornamented, ſuch as cap, ſprig, 
| E | ear-rings, knots - on the ſleeves, 
aud bracelets, were entirely dia- 
monds, the Duke and Lord 
W Henry having each preſented a ſet 
W to both the Ladies on this occa- 
| ; fion.—From Lady Frances's apart- 
=: ment 
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ment I ſtepped to Lady Caroline', 
where my admiration, from a very 
great heighth, was raiſed ſtill 
higher. I had never before ſeen her 
Ladyſhip full drefſed, and could 
ſcarcely forbear expreſſing my aſto- 

| niſhment, at beholding an altera- 

tion, where I thought an advan- 
| tageous one, ſuch as I now ſaw, 
almoſt impoſſible. She had ona | 


|  filver tiſſue, with large bunches of 


pale pink flowers, tied with knots 
of plain white ribband, and her 
jewels were placed in the ſame 
becoming poſitions as Lady Fran- 
ces's; only this diſtinction, that 
hers were intermingled with pearls. 
The Dutcheſs, whoſe taſte is e- 


* * had diſplayed 
: ſel 
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itſelf in chooſing the dreſſes for 
both her daughters; nicely diſtin- 
guiſhing between majeſtic, and, 

if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 5 
refined beauty. Her Ladyſhip, 

with an inexpreſſible engaging 
freedom, ſeated me in a chair 
next her own. have been reflect- 
nig. my dear Miſs Hamilton, ſaid 

ſhe, on the great difference be- 
tween my former and preſent ſta- 
tion; and cannot help exclaiming 
5 with the yore ; 


The ways of heaven a are deck and : 
intricate, | 


Puzzled with mazes and perplexed 
in errors. 


Our 
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Our underſtanding. traces them | in 
vain, b 


Loſt and bewilder d in the ſruit 


leſs ſearch; 
Nor ſees wit how much art the 
windings run, | | 

Or where the regular confulion 
ends. | 


: Acdthien'fo ſweetly did ſhe ex- 
patiate on the ſerene quiet ſhe en- 5 
joyed in the one, the happy proſ- 
pects breaking on her in the other, 
that I could for ever have liſtened, 2 
f being dreſſed, the had not pro- | 
poſed joining the ladies. Mr. Ne- 
| viſon, who has admiſſion when 
he pleaſes to her toilet, entered 
the room juſt as we were about 8 


leare 
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| leave it, gazing at her with affec- 


tionate rapture ; your Ladyſhip, 
ſaid he, looks charmingly to-day. 
O my father, ſhe replied, putting 
her arms about him, her eyes 
ſparkling with dutiful melting ten- 
derneſs, muſt thoſe trifling bau- 


i bles rob me of the beloved title 
| you uſed to honour me with? If 


that is the price I am to purchaſe = 
them at, never more let my per- 
ſon be adorned at the expence of 
my ſouls treaſure. O my child! 
my darling child! exclaimed the 
old man, as he preſſed her to his 
| bolcrn,, how can I deſerve ſuch: 
goodneſs !—By never giving me 
any other name than that dear one 
you have juſt pronounced. Do 
„ 93 
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you hear, do you ſee, madam 
(turning to me) tell me, miſs Ha- 
milton, how ſhall I ſupport it, I 
was I proteſt all in tears, unknown 
to myſelf, ſo attentive was I in 
obſerving this ſcene; and Lady 
Caroline had wiped them away 
before they were perceived by me. 
But what makes you, my deareſt 
2. (continued ſhe) thus drefled | 
- to-day. The good Duke, my love, | 
he replied, has infiſted that I ſhall 
ſee my daughter introduced. Thank 
you, thank you, my dear parent, 
for reſtoring me to that valuable 
epithet, which I would not loſe 
for the firſt that could be beſtow- 
cd on me. And now, indeed, 
5 will 00 preſence give your child 
! courage | 
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courage to receive her new ; honour. | 
This paſſed as we went to Lady 
Frances's apartment, and ſhe be- 
| ing ready, we joined the Duke, 
3 the Earl, Lord Henry, Lord 8 
Ormſby, and my brother. When 
Lady Caroline appeared, Lord 
Ormſby ſeemed like one transfix- 
ed; and without taking his eyes 
from her, paid his compliments 
to the other ladies, giving Mr. Ne-. 
viſon his hand, which was re- 
ceived with great regard, for he 
has quite reſtored himſelf to that 
good man's opinion; Leaving be- 
= hind us the Dutcheſs and Mrs. 
= Worthley, we were once more in 
our chairs; his Lordſhip led to 
| hers that hand, which will be 
Ty TTY | Sal 
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ſoon his own, and in a few mi- 


EDS CARD iran Qs ww. 


nutes we found ourſelves in the 


preſence. I trembled as I came 


forward to the ring; but as I have 
already ſaid, my timidity vaniſhed | 
on ſeeing the perſon I was to ap- 
pear before. The Duke attended 
by the maſter of the ceremonies, 
firſt led up Lady Frances, and a 
murmur of applauſe ran through 
the circle. Making a motion as if 
ſhe would have kneeled, his ma- 
jeſty raiſed and faluted her. She 
then ſtepped backward to her 
place, and Lady Caroline who 
ſtood near Mr, Neviſon, was con- 
ducted forward im the ſame man- 


ner. I expected each minute, when 


the old | ad would have 


melted 
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melted into tears; for as ſhe mov- 


ed towards the king, every eye 


was fixed on her; and without the 
leaſt whiſper, looked their admi- 
ation, as if they thought the ſound 
of a voice, ſo delicate did ſhe ap- 
pear, might have offended.— The 
ceremony over, ſhe too retreated 
back, and your Juliet was receiv- 
ed with the ſame marks of royal 
favour. His majeſty then calling | 
the Duke to him, in a low voice, 
yet loud enough for all preſent to 
hear him, aſked if he might not 
ſee the old gentleman who had 


given Lady Caroline an education ? 


and the Duke inſtantly introduced 
him. He approached with iuch 
reſpectful, yet unintimidated n, 

Vor. III. n as 
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as if he would have ſaid, ſhall 1, 

who have ſo often offered up my 

_ petitions to the king of kings, he 
exalted by this tranſitory honour? 
and kneeling on one knee, he kiſ- 
ſed the hand his ſovereign graci- 

ouſly held out to him, and by bis 

looks, ſeemed to pray for new 


pDleſſings on ſo good a prince, who 


not contented with the honour he 
had already conferred on him, 
condeſcendingly chanked him 
for having raiſed a flower that 


with pleaſure he could. ſee re- 


moved to his own court, to 
which it would be an additional or- 
nament. Every one ſeemed pleaſed 
with this compliment, while the 


good man r etired, his countenance | 


full of Oy: and gratitude : poor 
Lady ö 
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Lady Caroline was in ſuch confu- 


ſion at this particular notice, that 


I ſuffered for her. For ſome mi- 


nutes I had obſerved, with a good 


deal of attention, a young noble- 
man, whoſe looks, as Lady Ca- 
roline was introducing, changed 
alternately from red to pale, from 


pale to red; and imagining it a 


ſudden ſtart of paſſion, really pi- 


tied bim, becauſe I knew it muſt” 
be in vain. Bat my obſervation be- 
| ing fixed on the king, While ad- 


dreſſing Mr. Neviſon, when T 
again looked towards that part of 


bird Was flown ; ; and on enquiry, ; 
1 1 it to be the vile Lord 1 I 


the room where the moment be- 
| fore I had ſeen him, behold the 
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moor. No wonder \ vice ſhrunk 


back abaſhed, when virtue appear- 
ed in all her glory. It was lucky 
he was not obſerved by Lord 
Ormſby; though, had that been the 


caſe, it would certainly have been 


madneſs in him to have riſqued a 
life which Lady Caroline is ſo ſoon 
to make happy. Lady Lucy in- 
ſiſts on finiſhing my letter. What 
does ſhe mean? If to tell tales. — 
but no matter, my dear, notwith- 
ſtanding you are ſo peremptory, | 
am determined you ſhall not haye 


it 


Lac 
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Lady Lucy on Miſs Hamilton's 
3 letter. 11, 


WII L, I have abſolutely ta- 
ken it from her by force, 

and am now locked in my cloſet; 
to tell you as ſoon as 5 can get my 

breath, which 1 have half loſt, 
that Juliet, when at court, fixed 
the heart of the agreeable Sir Bur- 
ton Randolph. No wonder, for 
indeed I. never ſaw her look ſo 
charmingly, quite lovely looked 
my dear girl. Knock, knock, knock 
if you pleaſe; there is no admittance | 
for you, at leaſt till I have ſecured 
your letter. I'll put my own ſeal 
anit, my dear, neither will I give 
N "—_ i 
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you the trouble of ſending . 1 
proteſt ſhe grows ſo noiſy, that in 
my own defence I muſt open the 
door ; but firſt I muſt hide my 
letter, aſter I have ſaid adieu, both 
for your Juliet and 


Luey 


Mi Halten to Mis Went 


worth, 


A Slight. fever, cold, r les 


ſach diſorder, has ſadly teazed 


me for this fortnight paſt, and has 


all that time, at leaſt Lady Lucy 


has on that account, prevented mc 
from writing. For indeed I hare 
not been half ſo ill as her appre- 
henſtve tenderneſs has made bet 
x chink mme. However, 28 ſhe d 
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kindly ſupplied my deficiency, you 
can have no reaſon to regret it, eſ- 
pecially as I have now quite diſ- 
carded all my complaints, and am 
as well as if I had never ailed any : 
thing. My ſpirits, in proportion to 
my health, increaſe every moment 
that brings on to-morrow, which 

| Inced not again tell you is the day 

| whenſomanyhearts are tobe made 
happy. Lady Lucy's thoughtful- 

| neſs does hot ſuffer me to be much 

| from her; though whenever my 
brother is preſent, no marks of it 
appear. I think I hear her Lady- 
ſhip going to her dreſſing- room, if 
. mult lay down my pen. 


N 4 | | No, 
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and I again reſume it, to tell you 
how all parties are to be diſpoſed 
of after to-morrow. The Earl will 
do my aunt the honour of a viſt 
with my brother and Lady Lucy, 


with his Lordſhip; who having 
loſt the Company of his fon, can- 


ters; indeed this requeſt ſeemed. 

_ equally agreeable to all. Lord Hen- 

ry's time and Mrs. Worthley's is 

to be divided between the Duke, i 

Dutcheſs, and their two daugh- 
ters. Lady Frances and Mr. Wort- 


by his Lordſhip in Groſvenor-ſtrect, 
Lord Ormsby and Lady Caroline, 


—_ * — 9 
r 
IT 1 


No, it was only Mrs. Johnſon, 


and when they ſettle, it is to be 


not, he ſays, loſe that of his daugh- 


ley to live in the houſe given them 
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in Soho-ſquare. As for Mr. Ne- 


Caroline and her Lord, to ſee us 


in one newly purchaſed by the Earl 


viſon, he is to be a conſtant viſt- * 
tor of the latter; unleſs for about 
three months every ſummer, when, 
Lord Henry ſays, he ſhall infiſt on 
having him, together with the - 
Duke and Earl's Families as they 
are branched out, to be his gueſts 
Y at Audley Caſtle. I hope my dear 
aunt will by that time get ſtrength 

| to be of our party, for I believe 
| no excuſe will. be, accepted: from 
= herſelf and daughters. I have en- 

= caged Lady Frances, and ſhe for 
Mr. Worthley, together with Lady 


at Aſhley before Lady Lucy and 
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my brother returns to town. Mr. 
Neviſon we have alſo prevailed on 
to accompany them; Lord Heary 
and Mrs. Worthley are to goin 
the mean time, with the Duke and 
Dutcheſs, to their ſeat in Norfolk, 
Thus is all ſettled, and as we pro- 
poſe ſeeing you ſo ſoon, this will 
be my laſt letter, How do I im- 
patiently long to find myſelf i in 
your arms, my deareſt aunt? my 


Hlatriot and Charlotte all welcom- 


Ivy cher eee 2 I 


| Juke Tulln, 


Lady 


an Lady Caroline S——, 27 5 


Lady 1 Hamilton to Mrs: 
Wentworth, 


IN Adee the aunt of my be- 
loved husband and ſiſter, per- 
mit me, deareſt Madam, as I have 
always thought ſo, now to call her 
mine; it is the good Mr. Nevi- 
ſon, who has beſtowed that happy - 
title on me, to de ſerve which ſhall | 
be my lateſt endeavour. The hands 
of Lady Caroline and my btother 
| were joined the fame hour in the 
_ ame church, and with the fame | 
views of 18 happineſs. 


The pen is taken from me, by 
L kim whoſe will ſhall neyer be diſ— 


puted, 
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puted, unleſs when he would be 
too indulgent to his Lucy. 


(Sir William Hamilton writes) 


again ſurvey every line, every 
Word that conveys to you the 
moſt perfect picture of my fe- 


licity. O! my deareſt creature, 


teach me how to deſerve. ſuch 

ſweet, ſuch. tender obligations; Z 
ſee it is not for my happineſs. 1 
ſhould preſerve a will. No, my 

love, from this hour do I refign 
it, and let my wife, my Luc) 
condeſcend to direct it by her own.. | 


® — — 


Lady 


nd 2 Caroline S — 2 77 


(Lady Lucy writes.) 


Indeed fir William, I never be- 
fore thought you mercenary, 
but you have run away with my 


words, and left me nothing but a 


grateful heart, that is determined 
to follow you; ſo not to retard its 
deſigns, you muſt not only take 

back the will you would lade me 


with, but your Lucy 8 too, and 


being thus lightened ſhall I travel 


on, in hopes if not of overtaking 5 
vou, yet that you will not leave 


. me en far behind. 


* — = rr 
” ag” 16; - ons” IR nn a 
2 * 


— 


| Why, what ado ishere! thevery | 
| firſt pair I believe that ever ſquab- 
| bled who ſhould not, though many 


let me be the arbitratrix, and de- 
: cide for you. + TH 
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(Miss Hamilton writes) 


have, who ſhould, be inveſted with 
the larger ſhare of power. Come, 


| (Lady Lucy writes.) 
I ſubmit to my Juliet's deciſion, 
(sir William writes. 9 


Agreed, wy ſiſter k 
Miſs 


(Miſs Hamilton writes.) 


This then is the caſe. You two : 
B difporants are bound for the land 
of happineſs, through the vale of 


affection, both equally laden with 


a will of their own. Both I think 
ſtarted at the ſame time; yes, yes, 
Lucy; the maſquerade and polite 
gardener I till remember; ſo al- 


low me to ſay you reached love- 


lane together, and travelled on 
till you came upon a beaten road 
called matrimony, which ſome- | 


times diſplays the moſt lovely, at 
others moſt diſguſtful views, It 


| happened to be a ſunſhine morn- 


ing when you entered it; and im- 
mediately 
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mediately, at a {mall diſtance, you 
faw compliance, the daughter of 
affection, and accompanied by her 
mother. You haſtened your ſteps 
to reach the ſmiling queen : but 
finding thoſe abovementioned wills 
might prevent your ſpeed, a con- 
tention aroſe which ſhould carry 
the whole burthen, each forcing | 
it on the other's ſhoulders. Thus 
having ſtated the caſe according to 
my character of Lord chief, here 
follows my deciſion. It is decreed 
out of our great conſideration for 
both parties, that. theſe faid wills 
be bound together with a ſilken 
cord of tenderneſs, and thus to 
carry it between you, neither to 


bear more or leſs than the other. 
We 
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we further decree that ſhould ei- 
| ther refuſe to be introduced to 
compliance, the other ſhall go for- 
ward, and ſo win him or her over 
to the ſame power, by the force 
| of example. 1 


| (Lady Ley and Sir William 
write, ) 


cepted, and ſhall * be com- 7 
plied witli.” 


(is Ham concludes 


Thus my dear aunt having ſet- 
led this mighty affair, I mult tell 
Jou we have waited in town two 
days longer than was propoſed, to 
Vor, III. 0 ſee 


This juſt ſentence i is readily : ac- 1 5 
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fee Mr. Worthley, who arrived at 
the Duke's early this morning; ſo 
we ſhall have Lady Frances and 
1 Lady Caroline equally happy, wi 
your: Lucy, William, and 


* Hamilton 


| P. 8. Lady Lucy ve. 


Sir Burton Randel ph will attend 
m f ſilter to to 10 Park. Adieu. | 


